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van Wijk, Jacqueline Tselane ing wives, but after Khama’s departure, Tselane con- 
Houghton, Mifflin. 282p. $3.75. (Ila) tinues labor the fields according the custom 
Tselane (pronounced Tsi-lah-nee) the name the the tribeswomen. sense peaceful and proud ex- 
central character this novelized version real the thought her forthcoming child helps 
event. the story opens, she the happily pregnant make her husband’s absence less poignant. She can 
wife strapping young Basutoland tribesman sing and exchange gossip during the dawn dusk 
Khama. Khama, like many the other strong men 

Basutoland, goes work periodically the industrial her companions toil her cousin, Molili, 
centers South Africa. lonely life for the wait- the wife Mejara, the local chieftain. Molili comes 


from Christian family that had been converted the 
white missionaries. Though her husband, Mejara, does 
not believe with his wife, love with her that 
will not take second third wife, “Molili would 
his first, second and last wife; wanted other 
besides her.” There brooding sadness that haunts 
the love Molili and Majara’s life together, their child- 
lessness. Ironically, their tragedy turns into Tselane’s 
when Tselane unwittingly suggests Molili that per- 
haps medicine, strong magic medicine brewed the 
tribal witch doctor, might remove the curse barren- 
ness. struggles briefly with the crisis consci- 
ence caused her missionary upbringing but finally 
yields and suggests the medicine Mejara. 
The thought the magic power goes Mejara’s head 
like wine. sends for Metlae, the witch doctor, and 
engages him duel words while the aging 
medicine man frantically tries guess what his chief 
wants hear him say. Bit bit comes out, six 
men must chosen for ritual murder. The victim 
must pregnant that the “diretlo,” the magic potion 
concocted from the parts cut from her body and from 
her living foetus, may make truly strong medicine. 
course, Tselane finally chosen. However, one the 
men chosen for the deed feels pity for Tselane and in- 
forms her that she must flee for her life. The rest 
the story tells her terror flight, world she 
little knows and cannot understand. The missionaries, 
Pierre and Simon, take care her the initial stages 
her flight. They put her plane begin the 
long journey air and rail the South African town 
where Khama employed. Tselane’s confusion and 
fear continue mount. After surviving the anxiety 
the airplane, she becomes terrified the long train 
journey the point where she gives birth prematurely 
and destroys her offspring hysterical terror. 
The rest the tale tells her trial for murder, 
Khama’s efforts find her after the missionaries con- 
tact him, and the sympathetic hearing she gets once 
the facts her case are known. Released last, she 
comes life but hopelessly, despairingly clinging 
her husband. The story ends: 

Khama asked: “Is there somewhere can 

wife has lost her heart.” 

The policeman led them away quiet room. 


Miss van Wijk has written other books and short stories 
Afrikaans. Tselane her first novel published 
the United States. delicately wrought piece 
work. Despite the latent horror its theme, 
written exquisite taste and reads easily. provides 
many insight into the African tribal mind and heart 
conflict with the ways and thoughts encroach- 
ing, strange world. While Tselane may not labelled 
great, its flavor definitely authentic. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Fordham University 


Taylor, Robert Lewis Journey Matecumbe 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 10, 1961. 424p. $5.95. 

When thirteen year old David Burnie and his Uncle 
Jim, Civil War hero (on the Confederate side), fall 
afoul the Klux Klan, they are forced leave 
their Kentucky plantation home and flee for their lives. 
the account their wanderings, seen through 


Best SELLERs 


the eyes the boy Davie, which makes the story 


line this gorgeously extravagant novel adventure. 


Mr. Taylor’s book calls for that willing suspension 
disbelief which Coleridge once wrote; but once the 
reader lets himself and allows the story carry him 
along, for rare treat Set against the 
backdrop the South the years immediately follow- 
ing the Civil War, the action moves from Kentucky, 
down the Mississippi New Orleans, then across the 
Gulf Mexico the Florida Keys where the action 
reaches crashing climax against the counterpoint 
Gulf hurricane. 


There more than enough here satisfy every lover 
romance and adventure: floggings, shootings, pursuit 
night and day, pirates and buried treasure, beautiful 
Southern belles, handsome hero, and hurricane. 
Much this novel seems derivative; the influence 
Mark Twain much evidence; and there may 
debt owing both Robert Louis Stevenson and the 
picaresque novel the eighteenth century. And the 
whole affair certainly the tradition the 
“tall tale” the American frontier. The novelist, 
however, need make apologies for these influences, 
for his own individual artistry everywhere apparent. 


There much more Journey Matecumbe than 

its well paced plot and its furious movement. The 
novelist presents us, well, with interestingly dif- 
ferent portrait gallery characters: some, such 
Davie, his Uncle Jim, the faithful Negro Zeb, and the 
girl Millie, are charmingly human; others are successful 
caricatures, not unworthy Dickens, notably that like- 
able medical charlatan Ewing Snodgrass, D.C., 


and the Florida trader Cooter Skaggs. 


There humor here, rather broad earthy kind 
typical frontier humor already familiar most read- 
ers the writings Mark Twain. But thete 
grimness always near the surface, grimness which 
minds that respect for human life was not out- 
standing feature the American frontier; and that 


brutality, callousness, and wanton cruelty were part 
the frontier code. Mr. Taylor knows his social back- 
ground well and spares nothing his delineation 
the less pleasant side American life the 1860s 
and also has flair for description natural 
backgrounds: the river, the sea, the great mangrove 
swamps Florida, the birds, fish, and animals the 
South. Many readers will find his descriptions the 
Florida coast and the keys, extreme interest. Few 
who flock Florida’s beaches and resorts during the 
winter can have any idea just what was like less 
than century ago: primitive the point being 
absolute wilderness where the alligators far 
bered the men. 


sustain the fiction that uneducated boy 
teen fourteen telling rather complex tale 
cult indeed, even when one admits that this particular 
boy amazingly precocious; and that the novelist brings 
off with outstanding success perhaps the greatest 
evidence his talents. 


Mr. Taylor, staff member The New Yorker who 
has written many the famous “profiles” that maga- 
zine, also the author the Pulitizer Prize winning 
novel The Travels Jaimie McPheeters. this present 
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May 1961 
novel just may have another winner. Recom- 
mended for adult readers. 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 

University Scranton 

» > 2 

Roth, Arthur The Shame Our Wounds 
Crowell. May 214p. $3.85. (IIb) 


phenomenon familiar many teachers that 
boys” returning reminisce with their former mentors 
invariably will remember incidents which the latter 
would prefer forgotten and also tend exaggerate out 
all proportion the punishments inflicted the days 
gone by. Arthur Roth, novel based presumably 
his own youthful experience the New York Cath- 
olic Boys’ Protectory, conducted the Brothers the 
Christian School, falls into the trap. The scene the 
book laid that institution, and otherwise appeal- 
ing tale spoiled the author’s lack sense pro- 
portion describing the Brothers’ treatment their 
charges. 


The story centers around little Jerry Callum, committed 
the Protectory because his only support, his father, 
mental hospital and Jerry had run away from 
previous homes where had been placed. the 
story opens, finds himself turned over the grim 
keepers juvenile Sing Sing and placed among boys 
who are described almost pack pint-sized hood- 
lums. this point anyone familiar with Lincoln Hall, 
the Protectory more commonly known, will find 
little resemblance between and the author’s projection 
it, and even less between the Brothers described and 
their living counterparts. 


The essence the plot that Jerry, after short but 
miserable stay the Protectory, escapes with another 
lad and with much difficulty makes his way with his 
companion the house the latter’s aunt Staten 
Island. They are turned over the police the aunt’s 
husband and returned the Protectory, where, after 
the application both physical 
punishment, Jerry betrayed the ringleader the 
escape his trusted companion. The book ends 
Jerry determines run away again. 

The Brothers are portrayed cold and cruel almost 
without exception and thoroughly hated and feared 
the boys. Knowing the difficulties and sacrifices en- 
tailed this work and the complete selflessness the 
lives the religious assigned there, must point out 
the falsity the picture Mr. Roth draws. Having met, 
too, some “alumni” institutions this nature and 
having heard them express their debt the Brothers 
who conduct them—Babe Ruth comes mind imme- 
diately—I must regret the author’s disservice the rec- 
ord. Martinets there will always be, suppose; but 
describe the entire staff such displays complete 
lack objectivity, not say charity. 


Brother Cosmas, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
Chang, Diana Passion for Life 
Random House. Apr. 333p. $4.95. (III) 


The dust jacket blurb reads whatever the reader 
may find Passion for Life will deeply af- 
fected it—and powerfully absorbed it.” Does that 


include boredom, too? Putting off making any com- 
ments this novel only heightened the sense loss 
time spent reading 


The author intended convey message: the triumph 
moral responsibility over personal desires. Why else 
the elaborate framework small New England town 
within commuting distance Boston? young wife 
and mother was raped stranger her home. Her 
school teacher husband was away the time. Several 
weeks later, the doctor who was the first hear her 
story, confirms her fears that she pregnant with the 
child the rapist. Because the social pressures and 
strictures small town, the couple prevail upon the 
doctor not report the case the police. The next 
nine months are spent strained agony investigat- 
ing methods, legal and illegal, getting rid un- 
wanted child and attempting face the town 
though nothing out the ordinary has happened. The 
deception involves not only the doctor, who Jewish 
and trying establish himself, but also several other 
townspeople: non-conforming artist; the rejected 
daughter the school principal; love-sick spinster. 
Although the characters hold long and detailed conver- 
sations, time they ever become more than pup- 
pets. There recipe for stew followed the next 
page recipe for lovemaking. 

was such waste time reading Passion for 
Life, how much more writing it? 


Carmen Collier, 
Redondo Beach, California 


Step Beyond Innocence 


Johnson, Nora 
274p. $4.00. (IIb) (At- 


Little, Brown. Apr. 1961. 
lantic Monthly Press Book) 
The novel Step Beyond Innocence aptly named. 
told the first person Sally Fraits, and the 
story her four years Smith College, the Smith 
girls Meredith House; and their relationship with 
the men from Amherst, from Harvard, from New York 
and Texas. This last item the key the 
Sally’s search for maturity through her own and her 
college housemates’ relationship with men. The author 
never digresses from this theme excepting for occa- 
sional glimpse Sally’s parents, her housemates, and 
the housemistress Meredith House, each affects 
the story. 

But where are the teachers, the educators, who influ- 
ence and mold the thinking maturing young mind, 
especially bright mind which are led believe 
this girl has? Apparently, according the author, Nora 
Johnson, these are secondary influences today’s col- 
lege girl and the primary influence sex. 


Sally Fraits only child, the daughter happy 
marriage between likable feather-brained mother and 
intellectual father. There are apparent financial 
emotional problems the Fraits’ household, and 
Sally enters Smith freshman with open, unin- 
hibited mind. She not and does not become bore 
snob and the reader wants like her, yet some- 
how never quite warms her. After four years, 
she emerges from Smith confused, complicated young 
woman, not knowing where she heading why. 

While the author attempts present her characters, 
especially Sally and Marie, the Italian-American girl 
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from Greenwich Village, with compassion and under- 
standing, the attempt fails and this the basic fault 
the novel, (the author’s second published work): the 
characterizations are shallow and lacking depth. 


Besides Sally, product private preparatory school, 
and Marie, there are her roommate, Jessica, who comes 
from public high school; the wealthy girls from 
Texas; Miss Malcomess, the housemother; and the vari- 
ous parents. There are also the men Sally’s life: 
Jack Bean, the college boy; Victor, the Jewish actor; 
Richard, the secure, very eligible marriage bait; and 
Homer, the successful man, who worked his way 
through Harvard. 


Step Beyond Innocence Nora Johnson has chosen 
timely and absorbing subject and she has attempted 
present honest, candid manner. But her 
effort present the confused search for satisfaction and 
maturity today’s college girl, especially through the 
diverse characterizations Sally and Marie, and yet 
retain the direct, simple style which the novel 
she has come with disappointing novel. 
How much more alive and interesting the story could 
have been had Miss Johnson chosen the passionate, 
alive Marie d’Agostino, with all the strong forces 
influencing her, her principal subject! But one 
wonders Miss Johnson herself has matured enough 
writer cope with Marie. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


McLaughlin, Robert The Heaven 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 11, 1961. 381p. $4.95. (IIb) 
The novelist who sets his scene the Middle East has 
ready-made atmosphere that includes mystery, color, 
excitement, danger, intrigue and all the conflict 
could want. The mingling nationalities produces 
constant state ferment that accounts for much civil 
strife and occasionally erupts into civil war. 


Time editor Robert McLaughlin, whose previous novel, 
The Notion Sin, made favorable impression 
1959, has his new novel, The Walls Heaven, re- 
vived the ancient kingdom Phrygia and made over 
into modern state. Phrygia has population over 
two million, equally divided between Greeks and 
Arabs, or, for fighting purposes, Christians and Mos- 
lems. Christian president Neroun had during his term 
office maintained peace Phrygia; but the begin- 
ning the story his term had expired and constitution- 
ally could not succeed himself. refused, how- 
ever, permit national elections lest the rule pass 
the Moslems with civil war likely consequence. 
The President was convinced that his continuing 
office was the express will God, and accordance 
with the divine mandate longer availed himself 
the services Poppy, his mistress and the wife 
the Phrygian Ambassador the United Nations. 
Neroun’s obstinacy the matter elections caused 
Arab revolt which cost many lives, (including 
Neroun’s), and widespread destruction property. 


course, every country distress must have 
American observer. Generally, foreign correspondent 
will answer the purpose; but Author McLaughlin’s 
man-on-the-scene young, handsome but disillu- 
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sioned professor history. Unaccountably, Wade 
Hendrix had given associate professorship 
Harvard—a position not easily acquired nor lightly 
linquished—to teach history the American Univer- 
sity Phrygia. Newly arrived Ephesus contrived 
meet and discuss issues with leaders both the 
Greek and Arab factions. Unfortunately had not 
the good sense stay neutral and before long Wade 
was being spied on, threatened, and shot the best 
cloak and dagger tradition. also had conversations 
with President Neroun who listened politely his pet 
historical theories. Hendrix was the opinion that 
small nations produced the greatest leaders while the 
great powers produced only father images comparable 
corporation heads. did not seem have any 
views what makes leader great, whether large 
state small one. fact, Wade Hendrix not 
very impressive historian. Novelist McLaughlin should 
have made him full-fledged correspondent and spared 
his sophomoric observations the meaning 
history. 

There much brutality the book and some appalling 
acts violence but, course, terrorists are not 
rule people charming manners. The chief fault 
the novel, and the one common much modern fic 
tion, that the characters are not permitted the least 
moral scruple about sex misconduct. The most 
tive young women give themselves freely and gaily 
though that what they had been taught do. 


the main, though, The Walls Heaven 
pertly written, fascinating tale foreign intrigue and 


such suitable for the mature and not too squeam- 


ish reader. 
James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Shaw, Russell The Dark Disciple 
Doubleday. Apr. 21,1961. 306p. $3.95. 


Russell Shaw young writer, graduated from 


Georgetown University only 1956, but has 


takeable signs becoming topnotch novelist. The 
Dark Disciple his first novel, and portrays lively 
set characters any reasonable reader could expect 
find the pages one book. The book has 
ligious theme, but would mistake classify 
“religious novel.” There are vivid clashes 
sonality wonderfully portrayed the book, and Mr. 


Shaw masterful pulling along his readers the 


intensity the story tells. “one sitting” book, 


—that say, book that person will not easily 


set down until has finished the very last page. 
This compliment the mastery the author, and 
meant serious compliment too. 


This story set mythical Webster College, and 
most the leading characters are teachers that 
tution for higher learning. The Dean the English 
department has been left the unfortunate situation 
being compelled hire new instructor late the 
Summer, and has hurriedly consulted his file 
applicants and finally secured the services one 
Christopher Gavin, sight unseen. 

Young Gavin arrives the scene, equipped with 
shiny and ill-fitting suit, shabby valise clothes and 
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May 1961 


crusader’s zeal for spreading the Catholic faith. The 
fly the ointment the fact that Webster College 
secular institution, manned group secularists 
who studiously ignore all religion feelings and affilia- 
tions, glorying the fact that they are neutral. One 
them Mark Brodie, fallen away Catholic embit- 
tered hundred unhappy memories his own 
home with its Catholic atmosphere. 


The novel unfolds with the enthusiastic Gavin trying 
push his apostolic zeal coldly secularistic surround- 
ings. uphill struggle, and the reader alternately 
sympathizes with Gavin, then later led pity 
him, and finally despise The man undoubtedly 
enthusiastic and zealous, and his logic simply irresist- 
ible, but his ways-and-means are pathetically impru- 
dent. almost succeeds wrecking the peace and 
quiet the whole College, and this completely spoils 
the whole effect the cause that trying further. 
Gavin and Brodie have many spirited arguments, but 
the indomitable Gavin seems unconquerable. 
tackles everyone sight all matters pertaining the 
Catholic faith, and even stomps into the office 
the self-effacing priest who chaplain the local 
Newman Club, and rebukes the cleric for being too 
timid and too shy his work. The priest and Gavin 
engage furious argument, and there more heat 
than light generated from their Gavin 
expert Epistemology and Logic, but man 
win friends and endear himself (or his cause) the 
College and the Faculty. One Gavin’s thoughtful 
students comes under his persuasive influence toward 
the Catholic faith, and even Brodie’s wife succumbs 
his persuasive eloquence. 

would unfair reveal how all this comes 
somewhat satisfactory conclusion. But does, and 
Gavin stands revealed man complete egotism, not 
much determined bring Christ close people, 
but rather determined bring people closer himself. 


Any Catholic who happens professor instruc- 
tor any secular college will enjoy this book im- 
Gavin’s ups-and-downs will amuse, enlighten, 
embarrass and even horrify such professors. will 
certainly make them think, and many Catholic in- 
structor the Big Ten Colleges the mid-West will 
search his heart find whether Gavin’s zeal does not 
outshine his own. But which better possess—zeal 
Gavin had zeal without prudence, and 
many timid Catholic instructors have prudence without 
zeal. Maybe the right answer the question that 
“prudent zeal” the desired commodity. Gavin was 
wrong, but that does not say everyone who differed 
with him was right, either. The novel points this out, 
and good lesson well told. 

Eugene Dooley, J.C.D., 

St. Joseph Teachers’ College, 

Buffalo, New York 


Fast, Howard April Morning 
Crown. Apr. 184p. $3.50. (Ila) 

the afternoon April 18, 1775, Adam Cooper 
Lexington, Massachusetts, was growing boy, fifteen 
years him revolt against his father’s relentless 
didacticism. the evening April 19, with his father 
Moses Adam among the dead Lexington Green, 


Adam has known the terror and nausea the battle 
that followed, and has crossed uncertain threshhold 
into manhood. With Adam himself narrating the 
events little more than day, share his traumatic 
experience. 


doubt the history men and nations can 
retold often there are bards and minnesingers 
retell them. April Morning Mr. Fast has proved 
himself fine bard indeed, telling stout tale stead- 
fastly yet with considerable nuance. 


Redcoats under Major Pitcairn, sent destroy stores 
Concord, found some fifty sixty militiamen drawn 
intervening Lexington under Captain Jonas Parker. 
(History wavers the count; seventy men exactly, says 
Adam.) armed, and outnumbered, the 
colonials wantd parley which assert their rights 
and ask left peace. what next happened, 
historians are still unclear. But whether not the 
British fired without provocation, the novel has it, 
the facts are that the colonials fled, leaving eight 
their dead behind. But then they rallied, and with 
other militiamen the area made the long British 
march down the road Boston holocaust. The 
British losses snipers moved back and forth behind 
stone walls and hedges ran high. 


The moments carnage and confusion, while vivid 
enough, are held the author’s purpose. And that, 
seems me, herald the advent Adam’s man- 
hood; the advent our nation, realistically orchestrated 
this passage reminiscent The Red Badge 
Courage, never allowed drown out the voice 
boy’s wonderment manhood overcomes him. Which 
may well why, the midst the horror “com- 
bat,” exhausted Adam falls asleep. 

The veracity and understanding with which this Revo- 
lutionary incident portrayed praised Virginia 
Kirkus and Hollis Alpert. historical fiction, April 
Morning has the validity tale simply and credibly 
told. told terms earnestly dissenting New 
Englanders, their daily environments and their mores. 
one may enjoy all the background without once los- 
ing track Adam Cooper, caught spring morning 
adult agony and surrendering his innocent, cock- 
sure boyhood. 

the outset almost everything and everyone annoys 
Adam: the father who never praises him; the more 
sympathetic mother who still part parental team; 
the young brother Levi, sheer nuisance; the pious and 
atmospheres between which Adam makes 
attempt distinguish. tolerates Ruth Simmons, 
the girl clearly love with him, though her interest 
marriage dismays him. Only with his grandmother, 
who has the gift camaraderie-cum-discipline, does 
Adam really feel home. 

Then the British approach and tension mounts, 
series changed moods, like progression musical 
chords, felt. Adam overhears his father 
his love for him. Just before the senseless slaughter 
Lexington Green which takes Moses Adam’s life, visi- 
ble token affection passes between father and son. 
And during the shooting Adam begins worry about 
the family, now his protect, and about Ruth. When 
safely back home again for his father’s funeral 
and knows how fleeting this safety likely be, Ruth 
changes from the girl with whom most comfortable 
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the woman who will his partner marriage. 
Levi becomes his son. And the grandmother, her son 
dead and her grandson longer clinging her, be- 
comes for Adam old woman whom can 
longer confide, but only pity with all the pain and 
awkwardness his new manhood. 


This legend once dreamlike and compelling, 
hammered out the hard facts war and desolation. 
Told without sexual incident modern subjective 
jargon, this poignant and perilous moment boy’s 
life highly recommended for adult and young adult 


reading. 
Charles Gros, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Tute, Warren The Golden Greek 
Knopf. Apr. 17,1961. 275p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This involved story that pretty well circles the 
globe, shall give the bare bones only. Kostas 
Levantikos, the “golden Greek,” was man tre- 
mendous ambition and desire for power, courageous, 
daring, unethical, and charming. Born family 
small shopkeepers, Kostas had seen most his family 
destroyed the Balkan Wars, had escaped with his 
mother Beirut, had been employed clerk the 
Beirut branch English shipping firm, and had de- 
veloped real passion become power the ship- 
ping world. 1943, Kostas, Lieutenant-Commander 
the Greek destroyer Mykonos meets Christopher 
Sandbrooke, RAF, heir the Sandbrooke Shipping 
and Sandbrooke Duvinicoles Fréres, (for whom Kos- 
tas has worked before the war), and Susan Mott, at- 
tractive young widow, currently Wren. Later Kostas 
attached the Greek naval staff Washington, 
position uses further his personal ambitions 
soon the war over. Susan herself owns much stock 
shipping firm and would like active the 
business end it, but because she woman the 
stockholders decline. Kostas persaudes her invest 
his business and work with him. the meantime, 
his climb upward, has married Ephrosini, daugh- 
ter Greek-American George Kalamakis, with whom 
Kostas going into business fight the established oil 
shipping companies. Christopher Sandbrooke too 
married, but wishes were not. would like 
marry Susan, but having trouble getting divorce 
from his wife Dawn whom his own mother, Roman 
Catholic convert, trying convert “popery.” Kos- 
tas, with his brilliance, daring and complete lack 
ethics, spectacularly successful his business, less 
his personal life. too loves Susan who finally 
does marry Christopher. Kostas’ marriage Ephrosini 
failure from the beginning, but Ephrosini refuses 
give him divorce. Susan’s marriage Christopher 
rather temperamental. This whole personal situation 
finally resolved: Ephrosini takes drinking, gets 
almost converted Catholicism, goes completely ber- 
serk, sets the house fire and dies the rubble. Chris- 
topher gets caught the Egyptian riots 1952 and 
badly beaten that never fully recovers, and 
finally consents divorce from Susan. Kostas, 
his ears Middle East intrigue one way another, 
kidnapped and held prisoner Cyprus. finally 
rescued, only shot later Egypt—and Christo- 
pher too! And then there only Susan. 


Best 


spite all this heavy drama, this fascinating 
story read, set against the modern history that 
one knows, and Kostas’ emergence shipping power 
considerably more interesting than the story his 
personal life. fabulous and the same time en- 
tirely believable; and one doesn’t blink eye told 
that the time his death Kostas was reputed 
worth $380,000,000. considerable variety 
among the characters and minimum morality. 
There also the part the author, what appears 
rather astigmatic view the Roman Catholic 
Church. Nevertheless, the story reads well, and if, 
when all over, the reader really doesn’t have very 
much, the reading has been absorbing. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Titus, Barry Masks 


Knopf. 246p. $3.75. (IIb) 

this first novel there seems mixture Conrad 
and Faulkner; the setting and the theme could easily 
come from Conrad; the style and the whole narrative 
method seem derived part from Conrad and 
part from Faulkner, who, turn, derived much from 
Conrad. The mixture complicated some ineffect- 
incidental the author’s status tyro and 
the whole texture mottled rather than brilliant. 
suppose the publication Masks meant encourage 
the author, who deserves encouragement; has 
writer’s interest words, and his reach far exceeds 
his grasp still remains true that writer promise 
only entitled but ought expect one ambitious 
allure. 


The story Masks simple; representative 
dealer objets d’art goes the Marquesas, ostensibly 
find primitive statues but actually find himself. 
His efforts read into life some meaning not hitherto 
published lead him into existence jumbled events 
and jumbled thoughts. marries native, unable 
fit his love into his view entangled 
revolution against French rule, finds himself the end 
overwhelmed primitive sexual jealousy, becomes 
for the Marquesans spirit darkness, and disappears 
into the jungle. 

The story simple but the whole point aimed 
Barry Titus that simple stories conceal untold com- 
plexities. gives the central narrative from the 
notebook the hero, but the hero seldom quite sure 
why does things, therefore cannot evaluate motives; 
the notebook edited investigator who disbelieves 
much its contents and who interviews several ac- 
quaintances the hero, each whom gives definite 
and erroneous estimate the man’s character. The 
technique has merit—it the one which Pirandello, 
the drama, has explored the difficulty getting 
the truth about people; but also has many difficulties, 
some them too great for Mr. Titus this time. 
wanted have the truth distilled out contradictions, 
misunderstandings, and prejudices, floating above 
morass; but the reader never gets vision the emer- 
gent spirit because the matter unyielding. 

Mr. Titus loves ideas and words, but has very little 
mastery over either. should some study and 
some thinking. portrayal 19th century ideas 
and customs seems annoyingly anachronistic. This 


May 


fault 
ous 
that 
may 
surely 
from 
often 
leas 
succes: 


Masks 
blunt 
and 
which 
tually, 
Mr. 
though 


Goule 
Brazille 


Robert 
and 
Buc 
The hi 
with 


Lumbe 
come; 
streets 
its 
success 
reveali 
whose 
them 
the 
Monsie 
langer; 
apostat 
his 
Claude 
and 


prostitt 
With 


his sex 
House, 
former 
home’s 
House 

women 
abetted 
Mr. 


The 
Buc 
The 
web 
merge 


Mr. 


nating 
that 
power 
en- 
told 
ariety 
rality. 
tholic 
very 


easily 
rative 
and 
from 
urage 
ceeds 
itious 


nself. 
herto 
vents 
nable 
end 
pears 


com- 
the 


Jello, 
ilties, 

tions, 


little 
and 
ideas 


This 


May 1961 


fault comparatively minor one, however; more seri- 
ous his superficial attitude towards all the profundities 
that man has thought out, and his sophomoric ideas 
about man’s search for himself. The style the book 
may described determined opacity. must 
surely the most mannered, the most ornate, the most 
overwritten book the year. All the effects stem, 
from conscious but mistaken artistry. Mr. Titus very 
often says nothing heavily labored manner; but 
least tries write, and the chances for his eventual 
success are good. 


Masks has, course, its high-flown prose, some 
blunt expressions about sexual organs and sexual life, 
and one indecent description; this the sort thing 
which some young writers consider rigueur. Ac- 
tually, despite some preoccupation with sex symbolism, 
Mr. Titus contrives both completely amoral 
thought and yet fairly restrained expression. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Goulet, Robert The Violent Season 
Apr. 26,1961. 383p. $4.50. (III) 


Robert Goulet has written, perhaps 
experience, gripping study the masks perversion 
and hypocrisy worn the inhabitants the town 
Buche their attempts serve God and Mammon. 
The horror life provincial atmosphere explodes 
with telling force. 


Lumber camps provide the town’s main source in- 
come; religion its consolation. Above the misery-lined 
streets stands the tower the parish church, the knell 
its bell the heartbeat the community. quick 
succession, the leading citizens pass review, each 
revealing the waste his life—Dupré, the stationmaster 
whose dreams were like discarded train tickets, “all 
them were punched canceled”; his domineering wife; 
the gross grocer, Ti-pit, and the wanton, Pitoune; 
Monsieur curé, the pastor; the Jesuit, Father Bou- 
langer; and the Gauthier family—Paul, the lumber-jack 
apostate, consumed disgust for the righteousness 
his mother, vicarious candidate for the nunnery; 
Claude, his dying brother whom Madame Gauthier 
and the Jesuit are grooming for sainthood; Lise, the 
prostitute whose arms Claude finds love. 


With the knowledge and cooperation the Curé and 
his sexton, prostitutes establish themselves the Red 
House, masked rosary-bead factory. The curé, 
former jack, wishes reduce his contributions the 
foundling home. Since Buche provides most the 
home’s illegitimate children, reasons that the Red 
House will solve his problem. The reaction the 
abetted the curé unbelievable, yet consistent with 
Mr. Goulet’s characterization. 


The traditional response this situation the chari- 
vari. Goaded Pitoune and the memory 
some years earlier, the women 
Buche surge mob-fury towards the Red House. 
The lives the principal characters entangled the 
web pietistic and sexual perversion 
merge the catastrophe the closing pages. 


Mr. Goulet tells that his charivari 


raised women and the purpose righteous and 
the results—that depends what you believe When 
the women Quebec timberland rise charivari, for 
blood. And happens that their God better served 
this way, who will say that they did wrong? Not one among 
them, sure. Nor whose only task seek the sub- 
stance their soul mood sincere their ultimate 
truth were own reality. 

Mrr. Goulet’s sincerity and attempted objectivity can- 
not doubted; yet his bitterness and disgust are here. 
There hint gray The Violent Season. Cor- 
ruption rampant. All are tainted. Nothing what 
appears be. Only Paul, the lumber-jack, recognizes 
this. Though characters are deftly drawn, they are for 
the most part too one-sided, sex and religion the domi- 
nant motivating forces the various participants. 


Language and incidents this novel make suitable 
only for the most discriminating and mature readers, 
with the strongest stomachs. 


Mr. Goulet’s book not pleasant introduction life 
the French-Canadian province. Perhaps, The Violent 
Season has served him therapeutically and can look 
forward more balanced appraisal the future 
works this talented novelist. 


Nicholas Loprete, Jr., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 


Fitzgerald, John 
Uncle Will the Fitzgerald Curse 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 250p. $3.95. (IIb) 


John Fitzgerald improves continues write. 
Anyone who read Papa Married Mormon will smile 
simply reading the title again; anyone who read 
Mama’s Boarding House will grin broadly recalling 
the book. Now comes Uncle Will the Fitzgerald 
Curse, perhaps the best the three, and that quite 
compliment. This book you will not want 
skim; you will dwell lovingly every one the pages. 
And why will you You will because 
Uncle Will Fitzgerald probably one the most un- 
usual characters you are apt encounter print 
elsewhere. 


Rebelling against the demands his mother 
maternal grandfather, Will Fitzgerald found life irk- 
some Boylestown, Pennsylvania. Born few years 
before the Civil War began, Will was ready the 
time was eighteen years age strike out for the 
West. the day became eighteen Will learned 
from his father curse that had presumably been 
placed the Fitzgeralds six generations before, Ire- 
land. was marked victim this curse but 
refused take seriously. had already given 
his Catholic faith and proclaimed himself atheist. 
wanted “free.” His first stop was St. Louis, 
where worked dealer Spade Harrington’s 
Casino. From Spade Harrington and from White Con- 
nors, professional gambler, learned much 
possible about the niceties poker played for high 
When ready, Will sat poker game 
the exclusive Charter’s Club and won seven thousand 
dollars one evening. 


Now was ready establish himself the new 
mining camp Silver Plume, near Denver. Later, 
went another camp, Silverlode. What did 


those mining camps constitutes the burden this ex- 
ceptionally interesting book. you read, you become 
familiar with cigar smoking O’Brien, with Joyce 
Andrews, with Irene Kennedy and her father Dan, 
and finally with Queenie, born Sadie Danton. The 
final scenes are very melodramatic, are many other 
sections the book, for that matter. You will not 
mind because you will have become absorbed the 
problems Uncle Will. The book intended for 
adults, most whom will eagerly await the next book 
John Fitzgerald. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Green, Gerald The Heartless Light 
Scribner. Apr. 24,1961. 438p. $4.95. (IIb) 


When four-year-old girl, Amy Andrus, kidnaped 
from her home Santa Luisa, fashionable Los An- 
geles suburb, various events occur. Their action and 
interaction and the lives their participants are the 
subject this suspenseful new novel. 


the three days covered the novel, the aspect most 
dwelt upon—apart from the child’s safe return—con- 
cerns the role and ethics news media. For when 
news the kidnaping leaks out, (the kidnaper had 
demanded the police not notified), news representa- 
tives camp the Andrus’ doorstep, leaving picnic- 
like debris along the curb and lawn edge; attempted 
rendezvous with the kidnaper are made with newsmen 
trailing behind despite pleas the parents and police 
for privacy. 


this novel much made human selfishness 
various forms. Was man Eliot Sparling acting dis- 
passionately seeking vengeance against the paper that 
had fired him few months earlier? Dr. Walter 
Todd, go-between for the Andruses, and Mona Mears, 
newspaper columnist, reveal themselves people 
whose compassion overshadowed neglected 
monumental self-centeredness indifference human 
suffering. the newsmen, getting the story all 
that matters; that child’s life may depend upon silence 
does not matter. 
Something had gone wrong: some mechanism was inopera- 
tive; somehow, good sense and decency had Was 
some idiot’s engine work, some jerry-built tower wheels 
and camshafts that, once motion, could not halt until 
someone was destroyed? 
The question ultimate responsibility never an- 
swered satisfactorily. 


Mr. Green, himself former journalist and television 
producer, writes knowingly these media, their func- 
tions, the men who staff them, and public taste; 
realist, the end appears saying that getting 
the news sufficient defense. What interests people 
“something awful makes you feel good, because 
isn’t you.” Integrity and journalistic ethics are beside 
the point. Perhaps this why Mr. Green’s attitude 
toward the crusading Eliot Sparling hostile. Eliot, 
much concerned with the disregard newsmen, (or 
their employers), for the safety the child and the 
sufferings her parents, says much ethics; Mr. Green 
describes him the end “loudmouthed, self-ap- 
pointed crusader for Fair Play indulging his mal- 
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formed imagination.” Perhaps like Dr. Stockmann 
Ibsen’s Enemy the People, meant become 
merely tiresome. The trouble that, the outsider, 
least, honesty and fair play would appear desirable— 
even newsdom. 


the whole, however, Mr. Green has written novel 
that holds the attention. move from the Andrus 
family the reporters, their superiors downtown, 
the police station, other locations where investigation 
progressing, that times several lines plot are 
running separately somewhat the manner 
documentary such Fire Storm. error, seems 
this reviewer, the epilogue, written the manner 
old-fashioned novelists, telling what happens each 
major character after the action the book. The earlier 
portion seems written with greater subtlety and skill 
than the latter. Despite weaknesses theme, Mr. 
Green has produced novel whose human interest and 
suspense engross the reader. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


* * » 


Bolton, Guy The Olympians 
World. Apr. $4.50. (IIb) 


Guy Bolton does fine job capturing the personali- 
ties Shelley, his wife Mary, and Byron this his 
first and only novel date. Moviegoers who have seen 
his play Anastasia, for example, will recall how Mr. 
Bolton constructed tense, moving drama based 
plot fob off girl the living descendant Czar 
Nicholas Russia. The forward action that play 
was kept tight and suspenseful means electric 
dialogue. So, too, this novel Bolton brings alive the 
love story Mary Wollstonecroft Godwin and Percy 
Bysshe Shelley. The fabric The Olympians sel- 
dom gay, seldom lighthearted. Overshadowing the 
lives the Shelleys are plethora dei machina, 
notably the hypocrisy and leeching tactics William 
Godwin; the dismal and tragic infatuations Claire, 
Mary’s half-sister, with both Shelley and Byron,—the 
latter resulting child, Allegra; the haughty snob- 
bery Byron; and, finally, the accumulative scorn 
most Europe for this ill-starred couple who were 
debt-ridden most their lives and who defied conven- 
tion running off and getting themselves accepted 
married, though they never could until 
first wife, Harriet, was found drowned. 


Minor literary characters also make their appearance, 
among whom are Leigh Hunt and his huge family, 
Charles Lamb, Keats, Thomas Hogg. 
the tragic thread woven into all Mary Shelley’s life 
the account rainy evening Byron’s Villa 
Diodati. candlelight Shelley told story were- 
wolf; Byron followed reading Coleridge’s new poem, 
“Christabel,” while Claire retold exaggerated tale 


terror Peacock, Nightmare Abbey. The real climax 


the evening arrives when Mary Shelley, staring into 
the fire, slowly tells the story the creation 
monster Dr. Frankenstein. Another highly dramatic 
scene that Claire coming into Byron’s study while 
he, half drunken state, reads letters from his sister 
Augusta. The letters are partly written code and 


contain mention child Medora and “her 
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which was also Byron’s deformity. The hint 
incest muddies even more the stagnant amoral waters 
enveloping the lives these famous writers. times 
they seem groping for God, though their theology 
naive. 

Scenes marital intimacy are handled with restraint 
and are not dragged the heels (so speak). 
Adults who enjoyed Shelley’s and Byron’s poetry will 
appreciate this look into their lives, however fictional. 


Brother Gerald Edward, 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Raphael, Frederic The Limits Love 
Lippincott. Apr. $4.95. (IV) 


discussing the theme his Lippincott prize novel, 
The Limits Love, Frederic Raphael says that might 
more appropriately named The Limitations Love. 
it, trying suggest that there may other 
forms communion between human beings, perhaps 
political and social, which are effective sexual 
love. His book intended passionate denial 
the fallacy that “we may well all out for money 
because there isn’t anything else that counts public, 
just there nothing that counts private except 
orgasm.” this interview, Mr. Raphael goes ex- 
press his regret that the whole passion human beings 
good needs new “machinery regeneration,” 
since religion, thinks, has become “so much the 
servant social reaction useless,” and love 
overrated. What this machinery might be, this reader 
cannot imagine. After experiencing The Limits 
one wonders Mr. Raphael himself has any 
claims. 


The Limits Love tells the story the three children, 
Susan, Colin and Julia, Jewish immigrant shop 
keeper London’t East End. All three reject the faith 
and values the old segregated, comfortable Jewish 
community. fact, the rubble which Hitler’s bombs 
reduced London’s East End seen Raphael’s novel 
symbol the break-up the Jewish ghetto, which, 
despite its restrictions, provided kind protection. 
The religious faith Abraham and Isaac which formed 
support, not for Isidore and least for 
the children’s grandparents, has vanished with the 


Jewish community. Susan, Colin and Julia, like most 


their contemporaries are able salvage from the old 
religions only its traces—a reluctant superstition about 
such practices circumcision, resentful sense 
identification with the Jewish people, and the two 
sisters, unreasoning reverence for the new life they 
conceive. 


Susan, the eldest daughter, marries communist, Ben, 
and seeks devotion the Party, protection against 


the terrifying freedom which, bereft community 


and God, she finds herself. Colin, Isidore’s son, tries 
escape from the guilt and strictures his Jewish 


moving away from the East End and fading 


into Anglo-Saxon suburb. the process, sacri- 
fices, thinks sacrifices his artistic integrity 
architect the expedient making money. Julia, the 


youngest child, makes her flight with angry young 
man, would-be writer who yearns achieve literary 
recognition retaliation against the boys public 
school who rejected him because was Jew. 


their frantic effort escape from the strictures 
their father’s world and their even more desperate at- 
tempts burrow out new nest, Susan, Colin and 
Julia seek out the limits dregs physical love, mari- 
tal and extra-marital. Mr. Raphael’s book abounds 
affairs, abortions, quarrels and long, tortured soul 
searchings, 


his characters seem matter very much, either 
themselves the reader. Susan not really con- 
vinced Communism, nor does she hesitate deceive 
Ben. Colin not really much architect, nor very 
deeply committed his uneasy integration into the 
non-Jewish community. Paul, Julia’s husband, spar- 
ring with windmills his fight writer, for 
lacks real talent and motivated only twisted 
desire avenge his adolescent grievances. Because his 
characters are not engaging, convincing, the total im- 
pact Frederic Raphael’s novel trivial, despite its 
grandiose aims. 

Genevieve Casey, 

Detroit, Michigan 


Andersch, Alfred The Redhead 
Pantheon. Apr. 13,1961. 224p. $3.95. (III) 


The Redhead supposed reflect present day mores 
Europe. rapid sketch the plot reveals Franziska, 
the Redhead, disturbed over the fact that she may 
pregnant. Although she has been intimate terms 
with two men, her husband Herbert and Joachim, both 
whom she does not love, she suddenly fed 
with her existence and dashes away Venice from 
Milan. She knows absolutely one Venice. Her 
financial reserves are very limited. She decides 
prowl the Albergo Danieli, swank hotel, where she 
meets unsavory character who turns out the 
son wealthy Liverpool beer manufacturer. 
chance, has his yacht parked the canal. They 
become friends, Franziska learns that he, Patrick 
O’Malley, homosexual lorded over pathologi- 
cal creature from the Dachau, Buchenwald era, 
devious ways, Franziska becomes 
and Kramer, and learns Kramer’s secret, that 
hiding from the authorities Germany who wish 
bring him trial for the atrocities which com- 
mitted. life becomes expendable Kramer. 
sort cloak and dagger routine, Kramer finally 
cornered O’Malley’s yacht. O’Malley hates his glut- 
tonous and sadistic friend and has sworn kill him 
but his nerve fails him. the denouement aboard 
the yacht, which O’Malley has cleverly his 
tormentor, serves him some his father’s beer, “It 
tastes clean, tastes cool, O’Malley’s beer from 
Liverpool,” spiked, however, with dash 
strychnine. Kramer, the sneezing, belching slob dies. 
Franziska flees from the yacht and staggers into cafe, 
suffering from the excitement and her pregnancy. 
the strangest coincidence, Fabio whom she had met ac- 
cidentally atop the tower Piazza San Marco, was having 
drink there. Fabio catches her she about col- 
lapse. takes her his apartment and puts her 
bed but she prefers his. evidently love, for shortly 
takes her his mother’s home Mestre. She 
well-received because, his sister Rosa says, Fabio had 
never brought any his girl friends home mother 


before! Here Franziska realizes amid happy tears that 
she will have Herbert’s baby, but will live with Fabio 
whom she obviously loves, even though they only met 
yesterday! 


There very little recommend this novel. the 
author wrote with technicolor movie mind, 
picked the right colors and locale, redhead, the varie- 
gated scenes and colors romantic Venice, the Acca- 
demia Bridge, the Grand Canal, St. Mark’s Square, the 
off-beat restaurant the Giudecca, etc. this novel, 
shame that these characters must move such 
beautiful surroundings. There also bit interna- 
tional intrigue, sex mode carte, depending 
upon the reader’s preferences. times, one cannot 
refrain from comparing the well-written seductive and 
romantic novels Stendhal and Proust this poorly 
written characterization the mores present day 
Europe. The author has merely touched the surface 
the human predicament. Perhaps deeper probing and 
more profound insights into life will forthcoming 
his next effort. 

Vincent Colimore, 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Queffelec, Henri The Men Damezan 
Doubleday. Apr. 357p. $4.50. (IIb) 


This “thrilling story” which never quite thrills the 
reader. deals with the “new men” science, the 
atomic scientists who are “manufacturing plutonium 
the heart France” for use peace time, but who 
cannot escape the dangers radioactivity inherent 
their work, nor can they control completely its effects 
upon the neighboring country. 


Because their work tense, their lives are tense, they 
speak tense language, They cannot understand,—at 
least Michel Renoir cannot,—how people can waste 
time with normal human relations, even family rela- 
tions. Such things, him, are mere appendages 
the one great adventure his life: the reactor 
Damezan. 

this man, nothing must stand the way Dame- 
zan’s success, nothing! When his wife Juliette and his 
family threaten it, leaves them. becomes in- 
volved with Francoise, who does not threaten; her 
home conveniently located and she asks questions. 
When, however, places his son her home that 
she might teach him, complications arise which almost 
destroy him. the end returns his family, his 
son the unsuspecting deus machina; but there 
ground really gained, but none lost either. The same 
old problems face him, except that his wife suggests 
her action that she will more “understanding.” 


Between the beginning and the end there are nights 
watching instruments the pile Damezan, long dis- 
tance telephone calls without number, speeding drives 
small cars through much rain and wind, airplane 
trips Italy, formal dinner which results verbal 
battle science versus politics with much fur-rubbing 
the wrong direction, not too subtle rivalry words 
between geneticist and our protagonist, concerning 
the terrific effects atomic by-products humanity, 
and much conversation which lost because too 
cryptic understood completely. 


Best SELLERS 


There little about this book recommend the 
general reader. Perhaps the scientist holiday, man 
like Michel Renoir, would find intriguing 
formative. The average reader would prefer Nevil 
Shute’s the Beach. 
This one dry and ponderous. The characters are in- 
effective, mechanical; they are never quite realized, 
(there one who comes very close: Boussot, the Cath- 
olic, whose prayer-book irks Michel Renoir; more 
than mere puppet). Besides, the book does not solve 
the problem with which begins. the end, the 
pile still there with its threats the beautiful sur- 
roundings which placed. Michel Renoir has 
found something like new life with his family (or 
has he?); but the dangers remain there also, immi- 
nent and destructive those the atomic pile. 
has given ground this new arrangement: there 
must questions asked, complaints, limita- 
tions set, begging for forgiveness, interference with 
Damezan. Damezan remains his true mistress, she 
was the beginning. 

Oscar Bouise, Litt. 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Dodson, Daniel The Man Who Ran Away 
Dutton. Apr. 312p. $3.95. (III) 

Thomas Bolinger, ex-patriate American political 
disgrace home, has taken haven and lucrative em- 
ployment Quantos, Caribbean dictatorship. The 
essence the plot the kidnapping Lozano from 
the United States for return his native Quantos. 
Lozano has become acute embarrassment Torillo, 
the dictator Quantos through publication New 
York newspaper which gives the facts the reign 
terror Quantos. Readers with accurate memories 
and reasonable knowledge current politics the 
Caribbean will struck the similarity real case 
recent years which closely approximates this basic 

Bolinger cooperates the abduction flying the plane 
which returns Lozano Quantos. only half suc- 
cessfully deludes himself that not involved the 
evil but just doing job paid for, flying plane 
government employee. begins realize that 
deeply involved when, after this particular flight, 
finds himself out favor and increasingly suspect 
his totalitarian masters; their distrust based the 
unsought and disagreeable visits Freddy Jacobs 
Bolinger. Jacobs, reporter for New York daily, has 
caught whiff the Lozano story despite elaborate 
secrecy; tries pump information from Bolinger 
who had not been conscious the “freight” flew 
back Quantos. Only when Jacobs shows him piece 
from American newsmagazine telling the kid- 
napping Lozano does Bolinger begin fit things to- 
gether. But even though Bolinger only incidentally 
confirmed Jacobs’ suspicions, the Quantonian authori- 
ties decide that Bolinger further use them; 
they therefore let him fall into the hands Sotillo, 
the sadistic head the secret police. After Bolinger 
has been tortured the most degrading ways 
finally rescued his friend, General Santefia; his 
broken and emasculated body gradually nursed back 
something like health Lisa Berger, his new 
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“friend.” The final chapter, with Bolinger’s revenge 
Sotillo and his escape with Lisa stolen plane the 
United States worthy novel intrigue.” 

Mr. Dodson’s writing technique excellent; his charac- 
terizations are good, realistic, three-dimensional 
people true their setting, time and culture. There 
are, however, very serious drawbacks this novel,— 
immorality and blasphemy. Some the scenes 
Bolinger and his mistress, Francisca, are unnecessarily 
provocative, although not gross. The blasphemy 
Christ’s Way the Cross the sadist Sotillo most 


repulsive. 
Lawrence Craddock, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 


Maclean, (Editor) Winter’s Tales, No. 
St. Martin’s. Mar. 23,1961. 322p. $4.75. (Ila) 

This book long short stories, ten The 
stories are all English writers and the book pub- 
lished England. From the Foreword understand 
that the publishing this book yearly event and 
that this the sixth year; hence the title. The purpose 
the book give authors opportunity spread 
themselves manner not acceptable the usual 
English magazine. 

There unity amongst the stories, least none 
that could see. The first deals with man who, 
took attractive woman trip and lost her an- 
other man enroute. The second deals with wayward 
youth the Azores. The third measures off off- 
beat triangle. The fourth about beauty-shop oper- 
ator and his woman section Africa which the 
whites were rapidly leaving. The fifth tells little 
incident which happened when men and his friends 
try send telegram their America 
from small town Ireland. The sixth concerned 
with labor incident seaport Ireland. The 
seventh, incident which happened the English 
hospital Paris. the eighth the place not clear 
but the action concerns small girl who sees murder 
develop. The ninth deals with love amongst the faculty 
small boys’ school somewhere England. And 
the last account life Salvador seen through 
the eyes dope runner whose destination has been 
wiped out the police. 

evident this varied menu and are happy 
report that all the stories are well above normal 
interest. They are all rich background and they are 
perfectly cut gems. can’t tell you much about the 
authors. had not heard eight them. The 
two that are well known America are Muriel Spark 
and Liam 

might mention that the series this time has 
printed only stories written English. However, next 
year will filled with stories translated from the 
Russian. they are good these, the book will 


worth waiting for. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 
Clue Works 


Most welcome reprise the month three-novel 
“omnibus,” Assignment: Suspense, which contains 


three Helen nerve-frazzlers, viz., Above 
Suspicion, Assignment Brittany, and Horizon. All 
three are rattling good, top-flight intrigue and pursuit 
tales, (Harcourt, Brace World. 561 p., ... 
Maigret Rents Room Georges Simenon, (Double- 
day. 192 $2.95; sets the famous chief inspector 
the Paris police waiting for the assassin who shot 
down his assistant Albert Janvier after midnight 
small Paris street where Janvier was hoping trap 
petty thief. Leisurely, but sure-footed sleuthing 
Begin With Gun, Michael Cronin, (Walker, 192 
$2.95; only mediocre tale about young man 
who becomes involved with gang smugglers; the 
hero, professional busybody and amateur detective, 
comes the rescue for sake the young man’s sister 
spite what the publisher says, Was Going 
Anyway Robert Switzer, (Macmillan, 121 $2.95; 
IV), not mystery story; the language vulgar, 
crude, profane; the incidents are suggestive and the 
characters all despicable. Forget The Packard 
Case William Merrick, (Random House, 248 
$2.95; IIb), tale spies and counterspies, Robert 
Packard’s defection triggers manhunt involving the 
espionage forces great and small countries; the total 
effect this book horror the loss personal in- 
tegrity the pursuit Nightmare Alice Blaisdell, 
(Harper, 210 $3.50; I), excellent suspense tale 
involving young tourist and the religious fanaticism 
old Welsh woman. Good! Ludovic Peters’ 
Cry Vengeance, (Abelard-Schuman, 191 $2.95; IIa) 
well-plotted, full action, tale which Balkan 
state official assassinated during goodwill mission 
another Balkan state which odds with the 
victim’s country; the assassin must found war 
Sharkey, (Abelard-Schuman, 176 $2.95; I), 
amusing story about private detective who is, 
avocation, composer; and this fellow hired 
teen-ager find her lost grandfather, only find the 
first news grandpop that suspected bank 
robbery and murder. Try The Devil was Hand- 
some Maurice Procter, (Harper, 179 $3.50; IIb), 
has good suspense and characterization and the sys- 
tematic detective work English police force, chal- 
lenged three connected crimes, robbery, rape, and 


murder. 
Henry Erhart, 
University Scranton 


Tobin, Richard Decisions Destiny 
World. Apr. 285p. $5.00. 


Subtitled “Ten Crucial Moments the American 
Presidency,” this book reviews great decisions ten 
great presidents. Remarkably, Chester Arthur 
one the ten, though now one has counted 
this unelected president “great.” Succeeding the 
martyred General James Garfield, who had, inci- 
dentally, won his election less than 9500 votes 
the popular election, served out Garfield’s term only 
the nomination the “plumed knight,” James 
Blaine. great decision was the support 
the Civil Service Act, outlawing the spoils systems 
which, incidentally, rated Jackson’s great decision. 


Altogether, one might say this book opposite 
President Kennedy’s Profiles Courage and, some 


the 
sur- 
has 
(or 
mmi- 
there 
q 
hem; 
inger 
his 
new 


respects, the writings Sydney Hyman and Pro- 
fessor Clinton Rossiter the Presidency. Beginning 
with Washington’s refusal crown and coming 
Harry Truman’s “police action” Korea, Mr. Tobin 
has shown the presidents “profile courage” 
which amply proves that men grow eminence they 
use power, stern rebuke Lord Acton’s generaliza- 
tion that “power corupts.” depends, know, 
who wields the power. 


That this well-written book was expected 
from the pen seasoned journalist turned historian 
who has not only been figure the development 
the New York Herald-Tribune, but has also been for 
several years professor the Pulitzer School Jour- 
nalism Columbia University. Decisions Destiny 
noteworthy contribution the literature such 
men Kissinger, Schlesinger, Galbraith and Vance 
Packard. just occurs that Tobin may find 
himself strange Democratic circles, but where else 
can progressive Republican go? 


Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 


Wills, Gary Chesterton: Man and Mask 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 30,1961. 243p. $4.50. 


For those who knew and loved Chesterton 
mountain man, towering above his contemporaries, 
and for younger generation awaiting introduction 
him, Gary Wills has performed signal service. For 
the inspired lunacy and inspirational philosophy 
G.K.C. deserves far better fate than permitted 
fade into the limbo forgotten things that clutter 
the rear shelves our libraries. Anything about G.K. 
will, course, grist for the mill his devotees 
and Mr. Wills this new biography caters excellently 
their tastes. those not yet acquainted with G.K.’s 


HEADLINERS 


Title and Classification Author 
FICTION 


Sermons and (IIb) 
Kill Mockingbird (Ila) 
Hawaii 

The Last the 

Case (Ila) 
Winnie 


Review Date 
O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Lee July 15, 
Schwarz-Bart Nov. 15, 
Greene Mar. 
Milne-Lenard Feb. 15, 
Pomp and Circumstance (IIb) Coward 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury 
The Dean’s Watch Goudge 
The Chess Players Keyes 
Vries 
Taylor 


Through the Fields Clover (Ila) 
Summer Season (IIb) 


Feb. 15, 


NON-FICTION 


The Rise and Fall the Third 
Reich (Ila) 

Who Killed Society? 

The Waste Makers 

The White Nile 

The Snake Has All the Lines (Ila) 

Fate the Hunter (I) 

Skyline (1) 
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Kerr 

Gann 
Fowler 
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Dinesen 
Gardner 


Nov. 


Mar. 


Best 


wit and wisdom, Man and Mask will provide fitting 
introduction. For, his measure, Gary Wills has done 
for Chesterton what G.K. himself once sensitively and 
acutely did for St. Thomas Aquinas. 


Gary Wills young scholar with the stamp Mar- 
quette and St. Louis universities upon him, now en- 
gaged earning doctorate Yale. His biography 
G.K. carries the hallmark distinction and unac- 
centuated scholarship. The book contains valuable 
index, pertinent footnotes, and chronological listing 
Chesterton’s works. preparation for this biog- 
raphy, Wills has had access unpublished notebooks 
and private papers. result, has been able 
throw considerable light upon G.K.’s schooldays, when 
was not remarkable for levity humor, and upon 
the troubled period doubt and temptation when 
young man Chesterton walked the thin line between 
lunacy and reason. And Mr. Wills has made pene- 
trating and close study Chesterton’s literary work. 
consequence, his biography accentuates the de- 
velopment Chesterton’s mind from the first discovery 
the nature reality the final amplification the 
existentialist philosophy which made him kindred 
spirit Aquinas. 


This impeccably written biography warmly recom- 


mended all readers. 
Edward Jacklin, 
Georgetown University 


- 


Oakes, John The Edge Freedom 
Harper. Apr. 19,1961. 129p. $3.50. 


The most recent book from these publishers which 
have handled for Best Sellers was difficult read 
that was given rating “for adults only” account 
its “advanced style” for which apparently the Har- 
pers cared little because was “sponsored book.” 
This quite different. 


The author newspaperman and not professor. 
the editorial board the New York Times and editor 
the “News the Week” review, accustomed 
writing for popular read- 
ably, writes factually, informatively, and soundly. 
this book one that anyone and everyone could and 
should read. 


fashion, and the new nations created there have been 
numerous that really need sensible orientation 
that may put their proper place, geography, 
fact, and implication each the rapidly succeed- 
ing events reported from the sub-Sahara part that 
Dark Continent. 


The trouble that the light “Liberty” and 
dom” has been shining there too suddenly and causing 
serious and quite various repercussions. few the 
old time colonies have been prepared for independence; 
most are really unready; and therein lies the great dif- 
ficulty. The question not what “ought” be, but 
what actually “is” the situation—a situation where 
candidate for independence greets the European king 
who granting with full attack previous policies 
—already discarded—and has one its minions ac- 
tually permitted steal royal ceremonial sword, 
prior the independence Such things 
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are not the form decent, responsible government. 
Yet they have happened. 


the western bulge, Africa, amid the 
southern confederations, and the east coast, the 
author goes and with brief pertinencies points out 
the facts and the difficulties. Here are literally well 
politically untrained people, developed with hatred 
the white man. Shall they follow the United States 
with its Little Rock, and its Harlem, and its Georgia 
and South are folk who have been 
jugated colonial people Western nations; shall 
they forget the “colonialism” they have experienced 
and expected abhor Soviet “imperialism” 
which they have had neither knowledge nor contact? 
Here are huge masses people, strong tribal ties and 
methods operation asked wake suddenly into 
nationalism and responsible party government, when 
little Cameroon has tribes and different “parties” 
and great Congo, 200 tribes and 400 dialects. 


The author looks—sanely—at Moscow for six pages, 
Poland for ten, and Yugoslavia for sensible eight. 
But the book mostly about Africa. declares for 
“massive aid” and for “cold cash magnitude 
have not yet good book keep 
hand informed the frame the past into 
which current events must fitted they occur. 


Elbridge Colby 


Strausz-Hupe, R., with Kintner 
and Possony 

Forward Strategy for America 
Harper. Feb. 24,1961. $5.95. 


the spring 1959 the Foreign Policy Research Insti- 
tute (at the University Pennsylvania) published 
slender volume, Protracted Conflict, which has already 
become least minor classic Cold War literature. 
that incisive analysis Communist strategy and con- 
flict management the warning was voiced that the 
mmunists might well win World War III because 
they have the great advantage knowing that they 
are already it. the time reviewers expressed re- 
gret that Protracted Conflict offered prescription for 
Free World strategy counter the Communist offen- 
sive. Forward Strategy for America, the Institute’s 
current offering, meets this need presenting positive 
and detailed suggestions for national strategy 
answer, what the authors call, challenge beyond his- 
toric precedent.” 
The contemporary world, Dr. Strausz-Hupé and his 
colleagues see it, the throes systemic revolution: 
fundamental change involving, among other similarly 
factors, the phenomenal increase world 
Population, the soaring aspirations the former colo- 
nial peoples, and the spectacular strides science and 
technology. This systemic crisis, convulsive and turbu- 
lent must its own right, infinitely aggra- 
vated the Communist effort exploit means 
universal domination; effort that has pushed the 
world the brink catastrophe. 
The Communist leaders have directed their offensive 
with skill and purposiveness too seldom discernible 
the policies and actions the Free World’s statesmen. 
committed the strategy protracted conflict, 
they have relentlessly waged war—political and eco- 


nomic, technological and military, psychological and 
cultural, ways subtle and blatant—to the end that 
accumulation small successes will erode the 
enemy’s strength and ultimately leave him only the 
disastrous alternatives either fight nuclear war and 
lose accept defeat without This is, liter- 
ally, total war; all important distinctions between the 
instruments and techniques peace and those war 
having been destroyed. 


Slow grasp fully the implications protracted con- 
flict (as they have been slow perceive the nature 
the systemic revolution), the statesmen the Free 
World have struggled counter this broad strategy 
with narrow one, primarily military, that meets only 
part the attack. Consequently, since 1945 the Com- 
munists’ offensive has been much more successful than 
their material power alone would warrant. the be- 
ginning the Sixties, “communist power reaching 
point where its integrated and manifold instruments 
protracted conflict may achieve the triumph com- 
munist tyranny.” 

The tide now running strongly against the Free 
World can, the authors insist, still reversed, but only 
the United States and its associates fully accept the 
fact that the battle already joined and marshal their 
immense moral and material resources energetic 
offensive for human freedom. (Significently, the real 
issue the conflict with Soviets seen “not eco- 
nomic but political—totalitarianism versus the open, 
liberal, democratic society, and the approaches adopted 
each its relations with other states.”) With these 
resources harnessed unified strategy, our defensive 
psychology abandoned, initiatives can sought and 
the enemy engaged every level conflict from the 
political and economic to, circumstances require it, 
the military. 


Although urging vigorous policy based realistic 
use power, the authors are not proponents reck- 
lessness. They unequivocally reject “preventive war” 
and take exceedingly dim view “wars libera- 
tion.” Their Forward Strategy, nevertheless, does re- 
quire substantial increase Western military strength 
until clear margin superiority over the Sino-Soviet 
bloc achieved. This protective umbrella military 
might, they contend, will afford the West, has the 
Soviet Union, area for political maneuver the 
mode protracted conflict. 


Suggestions for policies and programs make the For- 
ward Strategy operational are fresh, specific, and de- 
tailed. From analysis the setting which the stra- 
tegy must employed and the factors—political, eco- 
nomic, and technological—that govern it, the authors 
proceed diagnosis and prescription the major areas 
organization and policy. The Institute’s analysts 
know where they stand, and consistently advance strong 
arguments for their positions. Their views will cer- 
tainly jar the complacent and shock the Pollyannas 
(one can imagine the reaction the ardent advocate 
disarmament the excellent chapter, “Security 
Through Arms Control?”), the troubled citizen 
will find himself driven re-think, not reject, 
some the controlling assumptions American for- 
eign policy. 

Forward Strategy for America important book. 
The tough-minded, hard-nosed approach urges may 
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influence the formulation American foreign policy 
the next decade ptofoundly George Kennan’s 
Containment thesis has the past. guidepost 
ultimate victory the Cold War, while still keeping 
cold, commands the consideration the mature 
general reader well the specialist. demands 
attention, too, searing reminder that are losing 
war which “have not yet begun fight.” 


Contributing the preparation this volume, besides 
the three authors credited with the work, were also 
Alvin Cottrell, James Dougherty, Richard 
Foster, Walter Hahn, Robert Herber, Francis 
Hoeber, Robert Pfaltzgraff, Jr., and Donovan Yeuell, 
Jr. 

Unfortunately, the book’s literary form does not always 
justice its intellectual content. 


Frank Gerrity, M.A., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Marinacci, Barbara Leading Ladies 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 306p. 

Biographical sketches eleven famous actresses are 
included this and each story reported 
effectively, dealing with dignity and caution the in- 
discretions some the subjects. The reports vary 
length from pages. Miss Marinacci does not 
specify the basis which she selected the women. 
the theatre whose life stories she chose tell. There 
index, bibliography, and pages illustrations. 


Beginning with Mary Betterton, Restoration actress 
and concluding with Gertrude Lawrence, four English, 
four American, one Irish, one Italian, and one French 
actress comprise the gallery. Those who feel that mod- 
ern actresses lead sensational lives will find the ex- 
ploits today’s stars mild, when compared with the 
way life the pioneer women the theatre followed. 
The stamina and vigor with which many these 
women were endowed amazing, not appalling. The 
rigors travel and the hardships which some them 
survived were more challenging and exciting than those 
the heroines they portrayed. 


Yet stirring find modern parallels the experi- 
ences the stage’s pioneer women. Gertrude Lawr- 
ence, performing the presence exploding bombs 
London during the “blitz” was less courageous 
than Sarah Bernhardt compelling engineer stoke 
and force his train over bridge collapsing flood, 
that she could open time the next town during 
one her American tours. 


Ethel Barrymore’s fidelity her family and the sanctity 
her marriage were equally admirable that 
Sarah Siddons the 18th century. Ellen Terry’s May 
and December marriage was less pathetic than that 
Laurette Taylor, whose mother married her off 
man three times her age for theatrical preferment. 
Charlotte Cushman, first American actress ac- 
claimed abroad, was astute actress-director was 
Minnie Maddern Fiske years later. Eleanora Duse, 
the most lowly-born and most highly acclaimed actress 
her day, shared somewhat the same misery and sen- 
sational reputation Peg Woffington who “trod the 
boards” century earlier. 


Best SELLERs 


the most impressive portrait this gal- 
lery that Ethel Barrymore, the most sensational 
that Eleanora Duse, the most courageous that 
Bernhardt. Despite the vicissitudes time and 
which these actresses lived, and regard- 
less their morals the fortune they might 
late, each one developed and shared generously the 
talent with which she was endowed and merited the 
place she earned one the theatre 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


When F.D.R. Died 
$4.00, 


Asbell, Bernard 
Rinehart Winston. Apr. 10, 1961. 


the fashion most recently popularized columnist 
Jim Bishop, Bernard Asbell has examined detail the 
events the afternoon April 12, 1945, when 
dent Roosevelt was striken with fatal cerebral hemor- 
pected death upon the mighty and the ordinary people 
his troubled world. Unfortunately for Asbell’s 
cause, there isn’t too much hold reader’s attention. 
.D. died many men die every day, and although 
the news was sensational 1945, today there seems 
nothing extraordinary about the 
over, the reactions are, for the most part, what one 
would expect from such surprise occurrence. The 
incidental information the book catches the eye 
more quickly than the momentous news. There is, 
for example, the curious decision the meticulous 
British Broadcasting Corporation withhold the 
port for minutes rather than interrupt program. 
There the equally puzzling broadcast Premier 
Kantare Suzuki Japan, with whom were locked 
bitter war: must admit that Roosevelt’s 
ship has been very effective and has 
for the Americans’ advantageous position today. For 
that reason can easily understand the great loss his 
passing means the American people and pro 
found sympathy goes them.” Joseph Goebbels 
seen rushing Hitler with his astrological charts, 
claring that Roosevelt’s death sign that the tide 
fortune would turn. There the dramatic picture 
Secretary War Henry Stimson lingering Harty 
Truman’s side after the swearing-in the new Presi- 
dent could tell his new Chief Executive about the 
super-secret atomic bomb project. 


More often the exhaustive detail tedious painfully 
sentimental gush. Considerable padding results from 
flashbacks, and times the study threatens become 
full-blown biography. Some useful photographs are 
provided, many them pointing the shocking 
deterioration the President’s appearance the 
months immediately preceding his death. There 
also good index which should quick source 
information for researchers. 


Asbell reports that one the unforeseen results 
Mr. Roosevelt’s death was deluge telephone calls 
housing-short Washington for the ample and fashior 
able apartment which Mr. Truman would vacate. The 
price-controlled mere $120 monthly. 


certainly has been long time since died. 
John Clarke, Ph.D. 
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Beal, John Robinson 
The Secret Speech; The Failure Comrade 
Khrushchev’s Leadership 

Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 11, 1961. 138p. $3.50. 


The most striking aspect this appraisal contem- 
porary world politics perhaps its format. The 
“secret speech” address presumed have been 
given before Communist Party Congress Russia 
upon the downfall Nikita Khrushchev the new 
Soviet dictator, Dmitri Ivanovich Pushkov. Pushkov 


scornfully criticizes and degrades his predecessor, justi- 


fying his ouster much the same manner Khrush- 
chev attacked the policies Stalin after death had 
removed that iron-fisted despot from control the 
This fictional arrangement gives author 
Beal pretense for examining Russian achievements 
and failures from the Communist viewpoint rather 
than analyst outside the Iron Curtain. veteran 
Time magazine commentator, Beal brings knowledge 
and perception his writing, not mention brilliant 
sense satire. demonstrates that despite the West’s 
fears that falling behind the cold war, all has 
not gone well Russia under the Khrushchev regime. 
Beal’s attitude is, therefore, basically optimistic, al- 
though leaves room for American complacency. 


The “secret speech” falls into three sections, purport- 
edly delivered consecutive sessions the Party con- 
ventions. The first covers Russian shortcomings 
diplomacy and international affairs under Khrushchev; 
the second, the economic bungling, and the third, the 
military mistakes. four-part “commentary” follows 
which Pushkov’s speech analyzed Western 
observer for what reveals the Russian position and 
for what indicates the future course Russian 
politics after searching 
conclusion Beal asks the American public, and partic- 
ularly the American press, “Why seek first the un- 
comforting assumption?” reminds that the 
Russians are, after all, merely mortals. The Khrush- 
chev forces have committed least many adminis- 
trative errors the American government, and some 
have been nothing short major setbacks for world 
communism. Beal contends, for example, that intelli- 
gent Russians realize the celebrated U-2 incident was 
damaging Red prestige was ours, for 
demonstrated that high-flying American planes had 
ranged unmolested over the Soviet Union for least 
three and half years. Moreover, the Powers craft 
was brought down not Russian rocket, Khrush- 
chev wanted boast, but untimely mechanical 
failure the plane’s mechanism. Russian diplomacy, 
Beal indicates, has suffered startling reversals the 
United Nations and Khrushchev’s shoe-thumping ex- 
hibition the was catastrophe for the Com- 
munist cause. 


Not all Beal’s opinions are likely win universal 
American concurrence. leans openly toward the 
ormosan policies espoused the late John Foster 
Dulles, about whom Beal has written earlier book, 
and goes far assert that winning the cold 
war “will probably take more brinkmanship than 
have yet seen.” These sentiments might viewed 
with alarm some quarters, and Beal knows it. 


There good deal George Orwell’s icy humor 
al. His brief introduction masterpiece satire, 


literary form sadly out fashion these days. 
the downfall Khrushchev, Beal casually reports, 
seven senators made speeches one day calling 
for “seizing the initiative” the United States 
and for “bold, vigorous leadership the part the 
President.” also peppers the pompous statements 
such generally sacrosanct columists Joseph Alsop, 
James Reston and Walter Lippman. John Robinson 
Beal has written provocative book. 


John Clarke, Ph.D., 
The Scranton Times 


Ruark, Robert The Old Man’s Boy Grows Older 
Rinehart Winston. Apr. 14, 1961. 302p. $4.95. 


1957 Robert Ruark, the well-known columnist 
the Scripps-Howard newspapers, described his early 
years Brunswick County, North Carolina, with his 
grandfather, whom affectionately remembers “the 
Old Man.” The success this book encouraged him 
continue the story his life after the death the 
Old Man 1930. But his not the traditional form 
autobiography where the author records the ex- 
ternal events his life the order time and 
explains why succeeded failed the various 
things that attempted. Thus, telis nothing 
about his student days the University North 
Carolina, nor his career reporter his native 
state and later Washington, C., nor what action 
saw while the Navy during the Second World 
ar. 


The thirty chapters his autobiography are concerned 
almost exclusively with his adventures fishing and 
hunting. Even here does not follow any chrono- 
logical order and, when the spirit moves him, reverts 
something that happened his early teens, and that 
forgot mention his previous book. One these 
flash-backs about his plan run away from home 
opinion the best and certainly the most poignant 
chapter the whole book. 


Though the burial the Old Man described the 
opening pages, continues live the mind and 
heart his grandson, and plays leading part each 
the succeeding chapters. was indeed, use that 
over-worked word our day, “character.” While 
did not, unfortunately, believe practise any 
formal religion, and “reckoned man knew best what 
His own God was and how work with Him,” yet 
was means irreligious. the contrary 
impressed sound moral principles word and example 
upon his protege: honesty business-dealings, respect 
for law and order society, charity for all matter 
what the color their skin, and the futility amassing 
wealth while missing the simple pleasures life. 
taught young Ruark regard the reading the English 
classics form sport, like hunting and fishing, and 
simple method for avoiding boredom that deserves 
repetition: people through life and never see 
Anything you see interesting, from chinch 
bug barnacle, you just look and wonder 
about little.” 


think that most people will glad become ac- 
quainted with the Old Man, and will enjoy his home- 
spun philosophy and sage advice multitude 


subjects. all probability they will never have the 
leisure the money, Ruark did, fishing 
Alaska hunting for lions, tigers, panthers and ele- 
phants Asia and Africa. And, perhaps, they will 
not even inclined when they learn the 
physical discomforts,—the sweltering heat, the Spartan 
diet, and the bites mosquitoes and other insects,— 
that seem the inevitable part every safari, and 
the actual dangers from poisonous snakes and wild 
animals lurking the trees the forests. But the 
author writes vividly that the readers will experience 
vicarious thrill when shoots lion only ten yards 
away, (well, maybe was thirty yards), and his keen 
disappointment the one that got away. 

This indeed book that recommended every- 
one, and that has been made even more attractive 
the excellent line drawings Walter Dower the 
beginning each chapter. vacation just around 
the corner will delightful companion for the 
literary-minded, and provide them with some hours 


pleasurable reading. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Berg, Gertrude Molly and 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 11,1961. 278p. $4.95. (I) 


Molly the radio show “The Goldbergs” has written 
her memoirs charmingly, wittily and cleanly. Con- 
fessing Foreword the Wise” that she has lived 
and still living happy life, that she has scarlet 
admissions make, spectacular conversion re- 
cord, Gertrude Berg sets the tone the whole book— 
straightforward, understanding, gently humorous, and 
clean. The book divided into four parts: The City, 
The Country, The Studio, and Tillie Branches Out. 
Much enjoyed The Goldbergs the radio and 
interested was hearing how Molly wrote scripts 
hefore breakfast, taxi cabs and public parks, the 
first two sections the book fascinated and delighted 
more than did the success story the last two. 


Mordecai Edelstein, grandpa, was man know. 
“The City” tells him from his arrival Castle 
Garden the foot the Battery till the day spring 
years when Jake, the father, the son the man 
“who had run from his homeland because the Tsars” 
decided that could longer keep himself the 
city and for five hundred dollars bought the Fleischman 
mansion and adventures galore for the whole family. 
Grandpa, tinsmith trade, was metalsmith for 
the Erie railroad until efficiency expert decimated 
even the valuable men. longer said “for hire” 
opened his own shop, welcomed fellow countrymen, 
and established himself head house where even 
the doctor respected his diagnosis and were smart 
kept his own opinions himself. 

Grandpa hero the first section. drawn with 
love and care and comes alive every page. Jake, the 
father, equally well drawn Section Two, and 
are Whitey, Emil, Schoene Helene (so called because 
she wasn’t pretty), Conrad the dishwasher, Sonny the 
musician and host others who star the section 
called “The Country.” 

Gertrude Berg has extraordinary ability see 
through the heart people and events and extract 
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the heart the matter from the simplest person 
event. This gift stood her good stead when, married 
and settled, the mother two children, she found 
thing with all the words” she had written. 


The Goldbergs were born with 500 word-script, 
hard breaking-in radio, Wednesday night 
six-thirty when Gertrude Berg found herself woman 
with her own show,” and The Studio became her 
second home. The radio family grew and multiplied 
and received thousands letters each week prove 
that was successful show. But radio 1948 had 
great measure bowed television and and Molly, 
straw-in-the-wind play for older Gertrude Berg, 
proved the transition link for The Goldbergs from radio 
television. Mordecai and Jake, Molly and Lew—all 
the friends the Battery, Griffins Corner, Broadway 
and Bedford—these are the stuff which the book 
called Molly and made and the stuff which 
there has also been fashioned full and happy life for 
its author. 


The first two sections contain the best writing; the 
whole book enjoyable, and for everybody. 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Tully, Andrew 


When They Burned the White House 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 1961. 240p. $3.95. 


This the story the event itself, written 
porter, with liberal coating anecdotes and run 
ning editorial commentary. Tully was White House 
reporter for Scripps-Howard from 1948 1960, and 
uses his excuse for this book the fact that “so little 


had been written previously about the burning 


Washington during the War 1812.” His close 
tact with the White House, doubt, led extensive 
research and has produced interesting story 
Dolly Madison, the dinner prepared for Cabinet guests 
but eaten the British, and the shameful conduct 
the defenders our young Capital city. And Tully 
does not hestitate mention the politicians, who then, 
now, served the Nation with selfish interests. Gentle 
men from New York and Philadelphia the Congres 
fought the establishment the new Capitol the 
banks the Potomac and, after the burning the 
Capitol, the President’s Mansion and 
buildings, their successors tried remove the seat 
government. Madison and Jefferson led the fight 
keep the new District and advised their followers 
that “future generations will thank you.” 

Present generations, least, will thank the author for 
his gentle handling shameful episode our history. 
Full credit given the few who opposed the march 
the enemy from Benedict, Maryland, through 
densburg into Washington, while the majority 
ards and rioters remain cloaked anonymity. 
With brief flash-backs for background, Tully narrates 
the landing about 6,000 British Benedict 
August 19, 1814, their unopposed march the out 


skirts Washington, the crossing the Anacostia 


river, the battle Bladensburg, where sailors 
marines gave the only real opposition, and the burning 
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the government buildings. Brief sketches personal 
events add light touch and quick resumé the 
peace conference and the reception the treaty 
the temporary Executive Mansion close the narration. 


When They Burned The White House will not add 
greatly the histories the War 1812, but will 
interest Washingtonians. Especially may 
interest our President’s wife she redecorates her 
home, since Dolly Madison did much decorate and 
furnish the original Mansion. 


John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Plimpton, George Out League 
Harper. Apr. 26,1961. 150p. $3.50. (I) 

friend mine, who will certainly remain anony- 
mous, impelled some Wharton School spirit one 
balmy Saturday afternoon, jumped out the stands 
Franklin Field and landed smack the Sports page 
the then four leading newspapers Philadelphia. 
All this publicity came his way because insisted 
using direct action demostrating the varsity foot- 
ball team the University Pennsylvania that the 
“Gallopin’ Ghost” could stopped flying tackle. 
Now, ask, possible that this very same thing hap- 
pened the great Tommy Harmon out Michigan 
Mr. Plimpton describes his book? did, this re- 
viewer would like the record show that that 
alumnus was nothing but ole’ 


Anyway, Out League very cleverly written 
autobiography eternal youth. Instead being con- 
tent with prolonged periods day-dreaming like the 
us, George Plimpton, professor, editor, and 
feature writer for various magazines, tried hard 
make his dream come true that discovered, with 
the help less expert than Toots Shor, infall- 
ible way pitching least one inning against the 
biggest big-leaguers baseball. 


The account the last ball game Plimpton played 

efore appearing Yankee Stadium, his strenuous 
training period Satchel Paige just prior the big 
game, what happened before and after the an- 
nouncer introduced “George Prufrock, pitcher from 
Sports Illustrated” the 20,000 unsuspecting fans,— 
these are incidents too precious and too humorous 
give away here. Suffice say that anyone will find 
good reading and good writing this book. And 
the author carries out his threat put writing 
the near future his experiences boxing Archie Moore, 
playing professional bootball, professional hockey, 
out and get the books just for laughs. 


Plumb, Sir Robert Walpole 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 25, 1961. 338p. $5.50. (Ila) 


“The King’s Minister” the subtitle this second 
volume the author’s detailed study Robert Wal- 
Pole and his times. The narrative covers only scant 
dozen years, 1722 1734, the period during which 
Walpole finally fought his way power the King’s 

Minister, the bitterly fought election 1734 
Which marked the height his power. The author 
draws vivid dramatic and rather frightening picture 
vulgar, arrogant, ruthless individual consumed 


with ambition for power and wealth yet shrewd 
politician and diplomat, clever judge men, coldly 
realistic, tireless worker who personally planned and 
managed every detail his political maneuvers. 
Walpole was the most complete exemplar the greed, 
self interest and political corruption which character- 
ized 18th century British politics. Cynically declaring 
that every man has his price, the First Minister was 
always ready pay whenever man could deliver 
the goods. unabashed use patronage and bribery 
built political machine strong enough enable 
him dominate Parliament and Court and despise 
the opposition his enemies and the hatred the 
people. 


His control the House Commons made him 
pensable the new Hanoverian dynasty whose hold 
upon the throne was still precarious, could always 
depend upon the backing George and still more 
George and his influential Queen Caroline. Peace 
and prosperity were ever the aims Walpole’s foreign 
and domestic policy for was realist enough see 
that what was best for the country was, the long run, 
the best for him, even many his financial policies 
aroused the antagonism the London merchants and 
the hatred the poor. However the importance 
his place history due the fact that com- 
pleted the development the British Cabinet system 
and made the permanent executive arm the gov- 
ernment. 

Though written vivid lively style with clear narra- 
tion and excellent character delineation, this will not 
popular book too technical and presupposes 
too great knowledge the period for the average 
reader. But will welcomed and enjoyed the 
student and scholar; for Dr. Plumb not only the 
recognized authority 18th century Britain but 
graceful and entertaining writer. The work when com- 
pleted, promises not only definitive biography 
Robert Walpole, but valuable study British 
political development during the 18th century especi- 
ally the evolution Cabinet government. contains 
the usual notes, bibliography and index and should 
must for any college library. 

Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Chapman, Ronald Father Faber 
Newman. Mar. 374p. $5.95. (Ila) 


This book will consulted Newman scholars and 
nonscholars alike, because enters upon Faber’s rela- 
tions and eventual rupture with the Cardinal. Faber 
himself was, his life, controversial person and 
continues after hundred years because these 
relations with John Henry Newman, whom for some 
years Faber wrote nearly every day. The author lays 
claim that the opinions expresses result 
the letters that passed between these two prolific writers 
represent any way the attitudes the London 
Birmingham Oratorians either individually collec- 
tively. allowing the documents speak for them- 
selves, Chapman hopes that will not difficult 
separate fact from opinion. The task for the reader 
not always facile when addresses himself this 
book with Newman background that might have 
undergo alteration. However, there question that 


these pages will illuminate the Post-Reformation 
Church England and: will immense usefulness 
the critical study Newman. 


Chapman takes issue with Wilfrid Ward’s account 
the later relations Faber and his final rupture with 
Cardinal Newman. Faber was trial Newman 
many occasions because was for ever demanding 
excruciating decisions and for Newman there was al- 
ways dislike practical responsibility. 
shyness and sensitivity made him respond like cha- 
meleon atmosphere. After the 1850s there was 
much less intimacy between Faber and Newman and 
their letters declined number; 1852 there was 
obvious rift which grew into disputes between different 
houses the Oratorians. Nevertheless, Newman saw 
heroic qualities Faber, despite the Oxford self-con- 
scious priggishness, and despite the early pugnaciousness 


This book mine excellent letters between these 
two Victorian giants. The documentation will have 
equalled Chapman’s opinions are ques- 


tioned. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Mayer, Martin The Schools 
Harper. Apr. 13,1961. 446p. $4.95. 


Harvard graduate who has rich journalistic 
background. has contributed such magazines 
Harper’s and The Reporter, and has four previous 
books, among them Wall Street: Men and Money and 
thousand classrooms 150 public and private schools 
the S., Britain, France, Denmark, Finland, and 
Norway. That, argues, the only way tell what 
really going education. also, the publisher 
confesses, “read endlessly” and interviewed about 1,500 
people involved education. The result described 
strengths reporter’s book—style, force, entertain- 
ment; and the weaknesses—superficiality, randomness, 
subtle self-contradictions. “If this book was written 
for anyone other than myself,” says the author, “it was 
written for highly intelligent people with interest 
education—parents, practitioners, students Amer- 
ican institutions.” minimum was specified for 
acceptable readers and reviewers, fortunately. 


prominent behavioral scientist quoted saying 
Mayer’s work, “It has raised the major questions 
With all due deference, has not! One must sense 
vaguely what the author believes about the great prob- 
lems which everything education depends—the 
nature man, the nature knowledge, the proper 
agencies education, and the like. His only explicit 
statement about human nature is, “We were not put 
here are. have evolved from eons animal 
life Someone who says that not likely regard 
education qualitatively different from animal-train- 
ing, and Mr. Mayer has his vacillations the matter. 
what knowledge fundamentally is, also says very 
little. says, “The great intellectual sin our time 
the desire effective,” but able assert 
the same page, “The realities the process education 


Best 
are the When complains that “the 
physiology the learning process absolutely 
known,” one gathers from context that sees 
difficulty about reducing human learning physio 
logical process. Special weight lent this suspicion 
his totally incorrect assertion that, “Alone among 
learning theorists, Skinner has made his propositions 
work.” 


Mayer pays little attention Catholic schools, but 
seems like what noticed them. disposes 
the problem the educational rights Church, 
parents, and state with the breezy observation, 
anyone who wishes skin cats should know that there 
are many ways it.” short, all the basics, the 
book painfully superficial and non-committal. More 
distressing the fact that that way purpose: 
“Tt well rid oneself immediately this busines 
‘the aims education.’ Discussions this subject 
are among the dullest and most fruitless human 
suits. Whatever the ideal general ‘aims education’ 
may be, they certainly cannot accomplished 
schools.” Elsewhere, adds matter-of-factly that all 
schools the world over exist socialize children. 


light the foregoing limits, one might wonder 
why the book any good. good somewhat 
Will Rogers used good. Frequently, the author 


q 


comes with clever and quite penetrating mot, eg, 
there one blanket statement which can safely 


made about the world’s schools: the teachers talk 
too much.” baffling his back-and-forth 
treatment John Dewey, which can pinpoint 
some the Great Man’s more important 
never occurred Dewey that the scientific answer 
somethine imposed upon and yet 
conclude, “The tragedy American education the 
twentieth century not that Dewey’s influence has 
been great, but that has been little.” The 
tragedy American education the twentieth century 
has been confused and superficial thinking, and 
would shirking one’s duty not report that the 
tragedy reenacted much this volume. 


Robert Nordberg, Ed.D., 


Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Raymond, Rev. M., O.C.S.O. 

Bruce. Apr. 13,1961. 184p. $4.25. (Ila) 
Father Raymond, popular author The Man Who 
Got Even With God has written book for lay people 
that tells them how use every present moment 
that they may become perfect members Christ. 


Now! 


Some the material and method development 
strongly reminds one Sheed’s Theology and Sanity 
and then again Bishop Sheen’s books. Occasionally 
the reading slows down with theology philosophy 


little too heavily used for the ordinary lay reader; but 


Father Raymond often lets his own style break through 
and illumine the Christian life with the rich fruit 
his meditations. 


Any layman who reads Father Raymond leisurely will 
derive great spiritual profit from his message doing 
the will God now every possible way, shape and 
circumstance. The author starts out with discussion 


May 


tim 
must 

each 
shown 
the 
Ameri 
and 
the la: 


Quota 
writer 
too oft 
There 
repetit 
notice 
Father 
phy 
tations 
import 
mystic 
becaus 
tions. 


Mr. 
Concla 
closes 
ism, 
book 
modert 
grow 
the 
interest 


Throug 
came, 
penden 
miles 
gloriou: 
ica’s fir 
tous 
plete 
tion for 
gives 


nothing 


hat “the 
un- 
sees 
uspicion 


the 
More 
business 
subject 
pur 
lucation’ 
that all 
ren. 


wonder 
what 
author 
not, 


May 1961 


time and shows how the proper use the “now” 
must lead God. makes good point how 
everyone God’s hands and yet how God giving 
each special vocation allows him participate 
Providence. The Blessed Mother with her “Fiat” 
shown model for our relation God’s Will. And 
the second last chapter half dozen modern 
Americans (none well known) are also held for our 
inspiration and instruction how live every now 
and now until come the most important now— 
the our lives. 


Quotations from other authors sometimes brighten the 
writer’s material, but I’m afraid that such quotations 
too often determine its direction. And that’s not good. 
There another fault that hard stomach—the 
repetition ideas. Maybe the lay reader will not 
notice such repetition but good editor should. Again 


Father Raymond should especially not into philoso- 
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phy and expect his readers agree with his interpre- 
tations. After all, the philosophy was not invariably 
important. Finally, one may say that the theology 
mysticism was often metaphorical rather than realistic, 
because some the scriptural and other theological 
interpretations could lend themselves heated objec- 
tions. 

Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 

College St. Mary, 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Sugrue, Francis The Popes the Modern World 
Crowell. Apr. 274p. $5.95. 

Mr. Sugrue begins his account dramatically with the 
Conclave 1875, the death Pope Pius and 
Schooled modern journal- 
ism, Sugrue has turned historian his free hours 
book which have long awaited—one which would 
tell simple and direct fashion the story the 
modern Church, her ability never grow old but only 
grow wiser the years roll by. Sugrue has done this 
the modern manner, through biography—the most 
interesting way teach history. 


Through the lowest ebb the tide when Pius be- 
came, virtue Italy’s heaving for freedom and inde- 
pendence, pawn the hands wilful politicians, 
Italy’s faith never faltered. Reduced few square 
miles territory, now known the Vatican State, her 
material wealth conserved and limited, the Church 
emerged once more triumphant. Sugrue traces her 
glorious history from the Conclave, (in which Amer- 
ica’s first Cardinal, John McCloskey New York, ar- 
tived too late for voting), through the jolly, ubiqui- 
tous Pope John XXIII, giving all the highlights the 
which the Church has grown stature and 
respect throughout the world. gives the com- 
plete history, too, all the Ecumenical Councils, from 
Niceaea 325 A.D. the present one now prepara- 
tion for 1962, tracing their impact and significance. 
gives the recent Popes euphonious titles—for example, 
calls Leo XIII “the Pope who knew men”; Pius 
“the Pope who knew God”; and Pius XII, “the Pope 
who knew Communism.” 


This book moves like stream history, neglecting 
nothing. gives new insight into the mind and char- 


acter Benedict who framed Wilson’s original 
Fourteen Points, first have them thrown the waste- 
basket when they were delivered the French Am- 
bassador the White House, but retrieved now live 
the basis for the United Nations. All the American 
Cardinals are listed, from McCloskey Ritter, and 
their listing alone brings out the history the growth 
the Catholic Church America where she has 
fitted herself definitely into American life, quietly 
having fought ignorance and prejudice the point 
where longer she deprived seeing her sons being 
elected even the Presidency. All this read be- 
tween the lines this valuable and scholarly work, 
which reads like romance yet breathes painstaking 
research. Another strike for the Sugrue family its 
contribution the cause factual knowledge. 
thank “Aunt Margaret,” whom the book dedi- 
cated, for having taught her nephew Francis well. 


Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Office Education, 
Washington, D.C. 


Flanders, Ralph Senator from Vermont 
Little, Brown. Apr. 20, 1961. 312p. $5.00. (1) 


generation grown accustomed the brawling 
manners the late, famous Joe McCarthy, Senator 
Flanders familiar man who one day attempted 
face out the foe before the blazing, unkindly lights 
TV. His was not that occasion pleasing image, 
for was match for the slugging senator from 
Wisconsin. Now, this autobiography, Ralph Flanders 
draws for the reading world more complete portrait 
himself. The McCarthy episode given entire 
chapter and its treatment seems fair enough. Fairness, 
fact, characterizes the man and his book. Senator 
Flanders Vermont satisfies the traditional likeness 
that state’s men: logical, orderly, complete, short 
outward display feeling, unimaginative. 


Ralph Flanders has had full, long life and with- 
out all with happiness beyond des- 
serts.” There little stple its telling but the 
completeness here and the judgments are honest. 
seems friendly, man who tries judge issues 
squarely and impartially. There praise, even for the 
Democrats: “Mr. Truman had been and continued 
good President”; and there antipathy: meet- 
ing FDR for the first time saw him turn the charm 
and off like water from the tap the kitchen sink. 
man which never left me.” This distrust grew until 
principle drawn which states bluntly, regarding 
Groton—Harvard training: “It develops strong sym- 
pathy for the underdog but provides practical pro- 
gram for helping him.” 


Senator Flanders lived through dangerous, 
times. Great names and nations pass through his life 
and look back into the history dedicated 
Republican Senator and decide for yourself how cor- 
rect his “guidance” was. God viewed more from the 
angle “Guidance” and “Presence” than from the 
Flesh and Blood God-Man history. Yet strong 
Protestant convictions add power Moral Law, 
principle which the Senator pleads for our foreign 
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and domestic policies. For that alone Ralph Flanders 
man worth knowing. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Brief Comment 


Marx, Harpo, with Roland Barber Harpo Speaks 
Geis. Apr. 25,1961. 475p. $5.95. (IIb) 


Adolph Marx, professionally known “Harpo,” was 
early silenced stage when his Mother Minnie pushed 
him into the fourth sailor-boy suit and shoved him 
onstage join three his brothers sing such heart- 
rending songs “Peasie-Weasie.” Now, after over 
fifty years miming, with red wig, rubber-horn, and 
variety outlandish costumes, and with self-taught 
skill harpist, Harpo speaks, and seems 
making for all those years when was seen and not 
heard. frolicsome story has told Rowland 
Barber that will delight all those who remember the 
first zany appearance Say She Is,” saw from 
the balcony the Walnut Theatre Philadelphia 
before hit Broadway, the summer 1924), 
nuts,” “Animal and the unforgettable 
movies, Night the Opera,” Day the Races” 
and others. friend Alexander Wollcott, Neysa 
McMein, Alice Duer Miller, Charles Lederer and all 
the celebrities the Hotel Algonquin’s fabulous Round 
Table, dedicated croquettomane and practical joker 
with imagination and wit, Harpo has reason 
happy with his autobiography comfort him, 
(and his adopted children), now that series 
heart attacks has slowed down his hectic pace 
nice easy game golf now and then. 


Bolt, David Adam 


Day. Apr. 26,1961. 143p. $3.00. (Ila) 


David Bolt has attempted what seemed im- 
possibly hazardous undertaking and brought off 
beautifully. tell the story Adam his terrestial 
paradise, the creation Eve, the temptation 
“the serpent” and the expulsion from Eden tempt 
criticism. But this poetic recreation the early chapters 
the Book Genesis superb,—reverent, exuberant, 
joyous and tragic. The naming the animals, the 
sense original innocence, the wonders discovery, 
and the delight living the awareness the pres- 
ence unseen the Lord God are all evoked here with 
clarity and warmth and awareness. This delightful 
book and deserves the attention every adult reader. 


Thurber, James Lanterns and Lances 
Harper. Apr. 26,1961. 215p. $3.95. (I) 


new collection essays Mr. Thurber always 
welcome event, one calling for the setting off fire- 
works and fanfare trumpets. These “pieces” 
originally published variety magazines, (with 
two exceptions, which are here appearing for the first 
time print), are all delight the mind and heart. 
The involvements one gets into cocktail parties, par- 
ticularly with determined ladies who want argue 
point talk above their tipsy heads, the dangers 
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waking three-in-the-morning, the depreciation 
the English language, the decline comedy into the 
snake pits, the horrors the film ads, the logic tots 
and the illogic females, are only some the 
our favorite author has taken lantern lance 
Those who know and enjoy Mr. Thurber need only 
told about this new collection; those who have not 
heretofore made his acquaintance will find this 
good introduction any many other wonder. 
ful books. Those who not agree that one 
the sanest and most proficient writers still alive deserve 
only contempt and are beyond salvation. Recom. 
mended fare for all. 


* 


Cummings, Parke The Fly the Martini 
Hill Wang. Apr. 24,1961. 205p. $3.95. 


The number short humorous pieces herein collected 
between bindings appropriately olive-colored number 
half gross, and most them have previously 
peared assorted magazines and journals. But they 
are all, (with perhaps one two three exceptions 
just the safe side), witty and good-humored 
and even, times, wise. The foibles and frustrations 
everyday life. Packing lunch-boxes, entertaining 
officious relatives, deflating boasters, working out 
las for Highway Misery, appreciating 
handling the wife, painting room while the radio 
serials are on, and other such topics are treated with 
becoming brevity; but not one titled with the title 
the collection. Perhaps Eric Gurney’s cartoons will 
solve that problem, since they serve illustrations. 


Dehn, Paul Quake, Quake, Quake 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 109p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Forty-four brief lines) parodies verses known 
harmless their original form are given dread- 
ful ominousness British poet Dehn, who fears 
more the heat the sun but fears very much the 
nuclear bomb and atomic gun. red sky night 
Means went off all right,” sample. 
Gorey, (no pun intended, there?), supplied many 
drawings illustrate and few more serve 
separation pages. The following excerpt would seem 
indicate that this slim volume will not make happy 
gift jittery friend: 

“The Last Noel the Angel did say 


Was certain poor people fields they lay; 
fields where they lay salve somebody’s pride: 


‘Noel!’ said the Angel; and one replied.” 
Fitzgerald, Robert (Translator) 
The Odyssey 
Doubleday. Apr. 7,1961. 475p. $4.95. 
Illustrated with Matisse-like line drawings Hans 
Erni, this superb new translation the famous epic, 
which perennially fascinates generation after genera 
tion, seems the best effort render the rousing 
tale adventures the kingly, wise, and ingenious 
hero Odysseus into viable English. verse 
lation, what may properly called heroic penta 
meters, unrhymed, but marked 
awareness alliteration and assonance reminiscent 


the Old English sagas. 
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“Seventeen days sailed the open water before saw your 
country’s shore, shadow upon the sea 


The diction clear and clean, none the nineteenth- 
century circumlocutions and pedantic attempts give 
utterance every Greek particle and enclitic; yet the 


language true the spirit the Homeric Greek and 


there violence done the vibrant movement 
the original. Wisely, too, the so-called Homeric epi- 
thets, “Dawn with fingertips rose,” “the grey” 
“the wine-dark” sea, and which served the epic 
poet give life the manifestations nature. This 
book treasured for the pleasure will give 
time after time re-reading. Recommended, es- 
pecially for libraries, and, indeed, all who enjoy the 
best. 


Gannett, Lewis (Editor) 
The Family Book Verse 


Anthologies poetry are many and varied. This col- 
lection verse, selected editor Lewis Gannett, 
pleasant for the many old favorites frequently con- 
signed the limbo doggerel sophisticates well 
for the number less familiar but eminently fami- 
lial poems and verses often overlooked the usual 
“family anthologist.” The collection divided into 
sections “books,” “Notes Ecstasy,” “Of Love,” 
“The Mysteries,” “Memories Childhood,” “Sounds 
the Sea,” (shorter than the others and mostly Kip- 
ling), “Echoes War,” “Our Other Eden” (England), 
“America Singing” (two books), and “Light,” with in- 
dexes authors, titles, and first lines. The book 
handsomely printed and bound and recommended 
gift for one’s self for others. 


The Prayers Man 


Nola, Alfonso 
Apr. 24, $8.50. 


McDowell, Obolensky. 

This monumental book true sense, since 
the result long study “the center-most point 
the deeply instinctive movement the heart 
even the most primitive men toward the divine 
powers which rule the world, the act acknowledge- 
ment God His creatures. There are examples 
here prayers made the most pagan and least cul- 
tured tribes, African, Asian, American Indian, 
Chinese, Egyptian, Greek and Roman, Hebraic, Christ- 
ian, Mohammedan, name only few the peoples 
tepresented their The work has been 
edited for the publisher Patrick O’Connor, and has 
been excellently printed and bound. Adult readers 
who will remind themselves that man addressing 
God even when addressing Him under names 
given images man has made error, thinking thus 
bring the likeness God nearer him, will find 
many the unfamiliar and exotic, even esoteric 
Prayers poignancy rising from recognition man’s 
Perilous state this life earth. The section 
Prayers Christianity content omit many the 
more familiar prayers the Roman liturgy and, in- 
stead, valuable for offering many from the Ambro- 
sian, Mozarabic, Armenian and Frankish liturgies. All 
all, this valuable book and, properly ap- 
inspiring one. 


McKee, Alexander Strike from the Sky 
Little, Brown. Apr. 18, 1961. 288p. $4.75. 


Another history the Battle Britain added the 
many already published, and this has recommend 
only the industry the author who has interviewed 
many the participants and consulted most the 
available documents. Few have equalled immediacy 
and, one might say, accuracy the publications His 
(at that time) Majesty’s Stationery Office published 
1942. After years recollections are often colored 
the passages time and the dramatic instincts. Many 
another book has already told the story, perhaps not 
with much attention immediate detail. Mr. 
McKee documents his story with the personal recol- 
lections both British and German survivors the 
the crucial months the late summer 1940. 


Payne, Robert Human Portrait 
Knopf. Mar. 27,1961. 405p. $5.75. (Ila) 


The prolific Mr. Payne has gathered together his notes 
and his enthusiasm for the novels Fyodor Dostoyev- 
sky and produced very readable biography the 
enigmatic novelist who has been hailed one the 
great writers western culture. obviously knows 
the Russian language and has previously published 
books about Russia; but then has also authored books 
about subjects far apart Schliemann and Schweit- 
zer. Nevertheless, this more than merely respect- 
able biography. is, above all else, readable and makes 
much integrating the life the unhappy Dostoyevsky 
with his published works. Neither critical biography 
nor yet definitive biography, will serve until some 
other interesting and competent comes along 
replace it. For college libraries, this would recom- 
mended. 


Pahlavi, Mohammed Reza Shah 
Mission for Country 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 336p. $5.95. (I) 


One the most interesting and commanding books 
that have encountered recently this account 
the Shahanshah Iran, the capable and personable 
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, (may his tribe increase and 
his good intentions for his ancient and honored country 
fulfilled). informed young man, with sound 
principles and intense devotion his people, who 
are, after all, one the most ancient and most cultured 
all peoples world history, the Shah makes elo- 
quent plea for understanding and for sympathy with 
what trying, against stubbornly blind opposition 
from many the influential, (because wealthy), citi- 
zens his country, for the amelioration the 
lot the majority his subjects and for justice, 
land which the strategic center between the two 
worlds East and West. This superb work which 
commands respect and our hope that will 
read attentively and with more than merely polite sym- 
pathy througout these United States. The Shah Iran 
confirms what have long thought true, that 
one the great men modern times, and given ade- 
quate confidence and support, may the man 
bridge East and West, leader the great tradition 
his ancestor, Cyrus the Great. Recommended reading 


for all. Grady, S.J. 
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Elliot, Elizabeth The Savage Kinsman 
Harper. Apr. 12,1961. 160p. $5.95. (I) 

Elizabeth Elliot the widow missioner James Elliot 
who was one five missionaries murdered the Auca 
Indians remote eastern Ecuador few years back. 
With undaunted courage and indomitable faith, his 
widow and her young daughter, mere girl-child, have 
returned live among the very Indians who, more out 
fear than out open hostility, murdered her hus- 
band and his companions. She learning their lan- 
guage, gradually and painfully, and has achieved some 
acceptance among them, not total yet, but tolerant 
and kindly. She respects them and endeavors under- 
stand them, and this book, illustrated with some superb 
inspiring well informative document. The little 
girl Valerie seems have charmed these simple and, 
the photographs are evidence, shapely primitive 


people. 


Miers, Earl Schenck The American Civil War 
Golden. Apr. 18, 1961. 324p $15.00. 
(1) 


This large volume, lavishly illustrated with reproduc- 
tions drawings the artist-correspondents that 
time who sketched from eye-witness the battles, 
obviously intended kind souvenir the Civil 
War Centennial. Mr. Miers one the recognized 
authorities this period our history and his text 
clear, accurate though “popular” style, but occu- 
pies, one would judge, about one-third the page 
space, the two-thirds being given over the illustra- 
tions, many them tinted. center Album 
pages color, and includes spread from “atlas 
accompany the official records the Union and 
Confederate Armies 1861-65” picturing the official uni- 
forms for men from private the 
armies North and South. 


Burchard, John and Albert Bush-Brown 
The Architecture America 
Little, Brown. Apr. 595p. $15.00. (Ila) 


Edmund Purves, executive director the American 


Architects, reports that the AIA “is proud 


lend its name and sponsorship this work,” and 
well might. The two authors have written thor- 
oughgoing survey the social and cultural history 
America its architecture, the present. 
Their prologue the nature architecture ex- 
cellent introduction the historical study which 
divided into five periods. 1600-1860, 1860-1885, 1885- 
1913, 1913-1933, 1933-1960. Appended are general 
bibliography which shows taste and perspicacity its 
selectivity, notes the text, and five indices: archi- 
tects, engineers and planners; buildings the 
Cities; General Index, (to the subject matter the 
text); and Illustration. Recommended all libraries. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Reprints: 
the Macmillan Paperbacks the top spot should 
The Modern Reader’s Chaucer, new translation into 


Best SELLERs 


modern English the complete works Geoffrey 
Chaucer Tatlock and Percy Mackaye. This 
was first published 1912, but the paperback reprint 
puts reach the college student, (MP 51, $2.35; 
IIb) ... Neilson and Thorndike 1913 
published The Facts About Shakespeare and this 
revised edition which now added the Macmillan 
paperbacks, (MP 59, $1.95; I), and collects what 
known Shakespeare from documentary and similar 
evidence Shaw Shakespeare has been edited 
Edwin Wilson, 77A, $1.75; IIa), and contains 
G.B.S. comment each the plays well many 
other essays connected with Shakespeare criticism. 
Valuable for the student and enlightening, also 
times infuriating, the general reader Lucas 
under the title The Search for Good Sense presents 
studies Goldsmith, Johnson, Boswell, and 
field, (Macmillan 46, $1.95; and this again will 
appreciated most students literature, whether 
Love, long essay discussing the courtly love the 
“middle ages” the time Dante, (MP 58, $1.75; 
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ity classical Greek literature and history, author added 
Mythology reprint the 1940 work, which Mar 
illustrated Steele Savage. This handy reference book $1.45; 
should candidate for every high school and college edited 
student’s work shelf, (Grosset Universal Library, 93, tion, but 
$1.95; Robert Graves and Alan Hodge 1944 seems, 
collaborated The Reader Over Your Shoulder, money 
handbook for writers English prose,” which this prec 
print form, (MP 47, $2.25; I), prime candidate Roman 
Freshman (college) textbook; besides discussing the accuracy 
various styles English prose, principles clear Broz, 
ment and the graces prose, fine set “examina enough 
tions and fair copies” illustrate use and abuse Eng atrocities 
lish Writers Crisis Maxwell Geismar, (AC 38, ing and 
$1.75; discusses the novels Lardner, Heming MacLean 
way, dos Passos, Faulkner, Wolfe and Steinbeck during title fits 
the period 1925 1940 Carlos Baker, (author $0.75; 
Hemingway, the Writer Artist) edits anthology show thr 
comment from international sources the American Heading 
writer Hemingway and His Critics, (AC 36, $1.95 Today 
Ila). 
great dea 
Most welcome, also, the Dutton Everyman Paperback does 
reprint Alessandro Manzoni’s fine novel The 
trothed, translation Archibald Colquhoun, who 
appends 18-page essay Manzoni the 605 pages Modern, 
the thick paperback, 79, $2.15; Ila) his 1943 
Almost thick, but valuable reprint, John Notes 
Froissart’s The Chronicles England, France and 
Spain Dunster’s condensation Thomas lished 
Johnes translation, which Dunn contributesa still 
pages, with genealogical table the ruling houses and 
map 14th century Europe, (DP 75, $2.15; 
Two more novels Henry James, Democracy and other 
Esther are coupled the Doubleday Anchor series, and sunc 
Fiction series: Mary Renault’s The Charioteer, (MF-19, bravely 
Golk, (MF-17, $1.35, cf. 52, vol. 20) and David 
Herbert Gold’s Love and Like, collection short wha 
stories, (MF-16, $1.45; cf. 12, vol. 20) Stars cou 
Fell Alabama Carl Carmer, fine Civil ly, 
novel reprinted the American Century series gove 
into 
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Hill and Wang, (AC 37, $1.75; IIb) James Bald- 
win’s novel Harlem, Tell the Mountain 
the Universal Library, (UL 95, $1.45; IIb) Isaac 
Rosenfeld’s 1946 novel adolescence into manhood, 
Passage from Home the Meridian series, (MF-18, 
$1.35; IIb) Esprit Corps and Stiff Upper Lip, 
both spoofing diplomatic circles, Lawrence Dur- 
Dutton Everyman addition, (D-78, $1.15; 
cf. 399, vol. and 198, vol. Best Short 
Stories from the Paris Review, edited Sty- 
ron, (D-72, $1.35; IIb, cf. 259, vol. 19). 


The last two volumes the six-volume autobiography 
Sean O’Casey, Rose and Crown and Sunset and Eve- 
ning Star complete the reprint edition this almost 
interminable work; and these final two volumes are 
more querulous than the four (MP42 and 
MP43, $1.45 each; III, cf. 253, vol. 16) Arthur 
Koestler’s autobiography, (up 1952), Arrow the 
Blue, (MP 40, $1.75; cf. 136, vol. 12) 
Theatre Street, Tamara Karsavina’s story her 
prima ballerina dates from 1931, (D-71, $1.45; 
Karl Geiringer’s life Brahms: His Life and Work 
added the Anchor library, 248, $1.45; 
asis Martin Esslin’s Brecht: His Life and Work, 244, 
$1.45; IIa) The autobiography Edward Gibbon, 
edited Dero Saunders new and revised edit- 
tion, but published the U.S.A. for the first time, 
seems, (MF 111, $0.35; IIa); scarcely seems worth the 
money the effort read about the tergiversations 
this precocious author the Decline and Fall the 
Roman Empire, much over-rated piece historical in- 
accuracy title for the biography Josip 
Broz, the Yugoslavian dictator who has won fame 
enough for his defiance Moscow’s edicts cover the 
atrocities committed the name Marxism dur- 
ing and after World War II. The biography Fitzroy 
MacLean was originally titled “The Heretic,” and that 
title fits more ways than Marxian, (Ballantaine 489K, 
$0.75; IIb); the trouble the biographer lets his bias 
show through his “‘seems.” 


Heading kind miscellany Ancient Education and 


Today British study Castle which spends 
great deal more time with the ancient education than 
does with today, (Penguin A511, $0.95; 
Jacques Barzun can always counted for some 
stimulating discussion, and his Classic, Romantic and 
Modern, (Anchor 255, $1.45; revision 
his 1943 essays, equipped with compendious set 
“Notes and References” The Meaning and Matter 
lished 1959 and the book, because philosophical, 
and there are few who are peers Father 
D’Arcy; let the buyer beware, (Meridian M110, 
$1.55; The Biblical Archaeologist Reader an- 
other those collections lucubrations various 
and sundry which will only the 
elect; but Wright and Freedman have 
bravely edited passel essays the matters 
Anchor, 250, $1.45; The Red Executive 
David Granick attempts for the Russian bureau- 
crat what White’s Organization Man did for his not-so- 
close counterpart the U.S.A.; the trouble being, chief- 
ly, that the Russian organization man organized into 
the government, whereas the American organized 
into competitive corporation which still has pay 


obeisance the Federal controls, (A246, $1.45; 

American Dialogue which Rev. McAfee 
Brown and Rev. Gustav Weigel, S.J., take turns pre- 
senting respectively and respectfully Protestant and 
the Catholic viewpoints each other, seems have 
been rushed into reprint take advantage the pres- 
ent situation which finds, for the first time, Catholic 
President the White House and Ecumenical 
Council being prepared for 1962, 257, $.95; 
Last and most refreshing all the foregoing re- 
print James Thurber’s Life and Hard Times, 
which with the same gentleman’s Leave Your Mind 
Alone ought required reading for all who are con- 
templating visit psychiatrist, (known the 
world “headshrinkers”), (Bantam $0.50; 


There are still large number high-priced paperbacks 
considered, and for first consideration this late 
date let consider Water: The Mirror Science, 
Anchor Science entry, (S18, $0.95; I), Davis 
and Day, which high school and college libraries 
might profitably add their holdings for supplementary 
reading also, The Nature Violent Storms 
Louis Battan, (A19, $0.95; I), which can scare the 
daylights out anyone who has been through tor- 
247, $.95; IIa), might well have been included 
Anchor Science series, but not, let thank the 
Anchor editors that available The Mirage 
Health Rene Dubos, 258, $.95; should help 
all understand why that fast medical sci- 
ence catches with one malady, finds itself faced 
with the problem others. 


The Sound Surprise Balliett, (D-70, 
The New Yorker; addicts will find this their taste 

edited Howard Oiseth, one those paperbacks 
wish every reading American would read, (D-76, 
one would recommend only the serious student 
prayer, (D-73, $1.95; III); the average reader will get 
himself herself all snarled without competent 
guidance Charles Beard’s Economic Inter- 
pretation the Constitution, (MP $1.75; 
near classic but needs read the light later 
criticism and research. 


Spanish Ballads, (Anchor 253, $0.95; I), collection 
some translations from the Spanish, with intro- 
Tales Gustave Flaubert translation Robert 
Baldick, (Penguin L-106, $0.95; and The Pen- 
(Penguin L-110, 25; are for thé mature reader 
only and Catholic readers are reminded that both are 
included the List Forbidden Books. 


General Fiction: 
Short Masterpieces, edited Roger 
(Bantam HC-106, $0.60; I), samples Dostoyevsky, 

Henry, Poe, von Kleist, Aleichem, and dozens others 
from many lands Lawrence Durrell’s Balthazar 
the second the “Alexandria Quartet,” (Pocketbook 
GC-99, $.50; IIb) Stay Loose Bud Nye, (Bantam 
2191, $0. 35; IIb, cf. 255, vol. 19) ...In the Wrong 
Rain Robert Kirsch, 50; IV, cf. 99, 
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vol. Never Trust Naked Bus Driver Jack 
Douglas, (M-4211, $0.35; IIb, cf. 22, vol. 20) 

the. South Had Won the War Mackinlay 
Kantor, (A-2241, $0.35; I), explains itself its title 
More Stories from the Twilight Zone Rod Serl- 
ing, (A-2221, $0.35; IIa), are short versions 
seven the popular “way out” series The 

Gadfly Voynich, (Pyramid R599, $0.50; 
turgid novel intrigue that more little 
anti-clerical Juniper Island Charles Knicker- 
bocker, (F2242, $0.50; IV), trashy novel about sex 
and sandflies. 

General Non-Fiction: 

Great Ideas from the Great Books Mortimer Adler 
put together “answers-to-readers” format, 
(W-585, $0.60; Roget’s Thesaurus, edited 
Norman Lewis into dictionary form fine bargain 
for students the price (W-635, $0.60; ... Span- 
Dictionary Joseph Fucilla, (Bantam NR7, $0.95; 
I), also good for the reference shelf Household 
Hints Holly Cantus, (M-4212, $0.35; I), makes 
handy reading for the housewife Marilyn Monroe 
Maurice Zolotow, (Bantam $0.75; IIa), 
overlong fan-magazine article Jack Paar’s Kid You 
Not, (Pocketbook GC-103, $0.50; cf. 44, vol. 20) 
Change the World from Your Parish Fr. James 
Kelly, founder The Christophers, (Guild Press, 
$0.75; Bruce Catton’s America Goes War, 
(American Series AC-35, $1.25; I), evaluates 
the the Civil War today, 100 years after- 
ward. 
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Best SELLERs 


Advance Rating 
(Complete reviews will appear the next issue) 


Auchincloss, Louis Reflections Jacobite 


Campbell, Michael Across the Water (Ila) 
Carstens, Grace The Coin Pin (1) 
Cheever, John 


Some People, Places and Things That Will 
Not Appear Next Novel (Ila) 


Clark, The Dove Tree (Ila) 
Dawson, Christopher 

The Crisis Western Education 
Deal, Babs It’s Always Three (I) 


Seversky, Alexander America: Too Young Die 
Dickens, Monica The Heart London (Ila) 
Eisenschiml, Otto 

The Hidden Face the Civil War 
Holman, Hugh (Editor) 


The Short Novels Thomas Wolfe 


Jean, Violette The Sea Urchin (Ill) 


McBain, Squad Room 
Mykle, Agnar The Song the Red Ruby 
Nathan, Robert The Wilderness-Stone 
Pugh, Marshall The Chancer (IIb) 


Fever for Living (IIb) 

The Bells Rome 

The Voice the Dolphins (Ila) 
Reconsiderations 


Roripaugh, Robert 
Stenius, Goren 
Szilard, Leo 
Toynbee, Arnold 
Vehenne, Hugues 
The Story Father Dominique Pire 


Voros, Sandor American Commissar (IIb) 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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